
AURORA PRAIRIE WATER PROJECT

Prairie Waters Project is a huge water supply scheme, implemented by the city of Aurora in the state of Colorado, to
supply the South Platte River's water to the.

Under Colorado water law, though, the two cities still owned substantial water rights in the Eagle River Basin.
The treatment process at the Binney Purification Facility comprises of softening to remove excess calcium and
magnesium, advanced ultraviolet light oxidation, followed by granular media filtration and activated carbon
absorption. The project supplies about 3. Binney Purification Facility. The Colorado Wilderness Act of that
created Holy Cross left the legal door open for a new water diversion. Related content. This week, in response
to questions from Aspen Journalism, the Eagle River MOU partners explained the need for the water to be
developed between and  The permissions regarding the construction of tunnels in various sensitive areas were
sought through the guidance of Brownstein. This exploration of water what-ifs is governed by a agreement,
the Eagle River memorandum of understanding, or MOU. The purified water from the Binney D. Water
supply options Expansion of Eagle Park Reservoir is one option being studied. Another option is to create a
new relatively small dam on or adjacent to Homestake Creek, near its confluence with Whitney Creek.
Wetlands displacement could also challenge a Whitney Reservoir. The pipes used for the project range from
60 to 79 inches in diameter. The water reserves available to the city became minimal and were not enough to
serve the huge population. Guided by the Glenwood Springs-based Colorado River District, negotiations led to
an agreement to develop projects to jointly benefit the former protagonists: 10, acre-feet of guaranteed
dry-year yield for Western Slope users, 20, acre-feet of average-year yield for the cities, and 3, acre-feet for
Climax. John Currier, chief engineer for the river district, said that the less expensive studies have been done.
Supreme Court, along with the denial of the Two Forks Dam southwest of Denver at about the same time,
signaled that Colorado was in a new era of water politics. Bolts Lake, however, would serve only Western
Slope interests. In the s it was gutted of tailings in order to hold water. It would require relocation of a road
and, in one of the configurations, water could back up into the existing wilderness area. That reservoir has
been discussed occasionally for more than 30 years. Fens are peat-forming wetlands fed primarily by
groundwater. Both Aurora and Colorado Springs have added major projects in recent years. At a meeting in
Georgetown in August, representatives of the two cities said they were unsure of the precise need for water.
We also provided assistance in evaluating the consumptive use yield of various agricultural water rights that
have been purchased as part of the project and will assist Aurora in the change of use of these shares. At one
time, the idea of pumping water eastward from Ruedi Reservoir was considered. Eagle Park Reservoir is an
off-channel reservoir located on property formerly owned by the Climax Molybdenum Company Climax at
the Climax Mine in the upper Eagle River Basin, which was originally used to store mine tailings. Aurora and
Colorado Springs agreed to subordinate water rights in order to ensure firm yield for the Western Slope
parties. Still to be decided, as costs estimates are firmed up, is how badly Aurora, Colorado Springs and other
water interests want the additional storage. Complex wetlands Most problematic of the options is Whitney
Creek. Work underway this fall and expected to wrap up next year focuses on technical feasibility of
individual projects. A third option is restoration of a century-old dam at Minturn that was breached several
years ago. County commissioners in used that authority to veto Homestake II. The three pumping stations,
with a conveyance capacity of about 21, cubic feet, are rated at 6,HP. That adjustment along with the presence
of ecologically important wetlands along where Whitney Creek flows into Homestake Creek are among the
many complexities that partners â€” including the cities of Aurora and Colorado Springs â€” face as they
consider how to satisfy their projected water needs. Also at issue is money. That idea has been discarded as
part of this investigation. After the drought of , a very-worried Aurora pushed rapidly for a massive reuse
project along the South Platte River called Prairie Waters. But the cities left water rights on the table. The
project was conceived as an effective and environmentally sensitive response to the severe drought conditions
that began in and lasted several years. Photo via Leonard Rice Engineers.


