
ESSAY TEST KEYWORDS

One way to improve your performance on essay exams is to have a better understanding of what the professor is
seeking by examining testing key words.

Make your position known and tie this to the literature. Review answers should not be purely descriptive; they
must demonstrate a high level of analytical skill. Explore Needless to say, your answer must be exploratory
and thus it is imperative that you adopt a questioning approach when answering such questions. The
incomplete answers can be completed during the review time Six incomplete answers will usually receive
more credit than three, complete ones Read through the questions once and note if you have any choice in
answering questions Pay attention to how the question is phrased, or to the "directives", or words such as
"compare", "contrast", "criticize", etc. You then need to comment logically and analytically on this material.
This should be done in as critical a manner as possible. Identify Determine what are the key points to be
addressed and implications thereof. Describe Provide a detailed account, including significant characteristics,
traits -- that tell a story about the issue in question. These characteristics should form the building blocks of
your answer. It always helps to have a second set of fresh eyes to assess your work for any errors or omissions.
They focus instead on asking you to critically examine particular pieces of evidence or facts to inform your
analysis. Demonstrate Show how, with examples to illustrate. Look at the question word s and think about
their meaning before you launch into planning what to write. For example, you may be asked to review the
literature on electoral reform in Great Britain. While there are certainly many more than the 10 key words
outlined in this article, use the definitions of these key words -- some of the most common key words found on
essay exams -- as a guideline as you prepare for your next essay test. Clarify Literally make something clearer
and, where appropriate, simplify it. Illustrate Provide examples to demonstrate or prove the subject of the
question, sometimes with visual element, such as a picture, drawing, figure, graph, or diagram. Comment upon
Pick out the main points on a subject and give your opinion, reinforcing your point of view using logic and
reference to relevant evidence, including any wider reading you have done. The aim is to use these examples
to demonstrate knowledge of the subject of the question and to further explain or clarify your answer. Include
any views which are contrary to your own and how they relate to what you originally thought. What are your
thoughts on the subject based on the general debates in the literature? In the latter instance, comment on any
significant patterns and causal relationships. Please go to our Article Reprint Guidelines. Then you must state
your position basing your arguments on the evidence that informed you in arriving at your position. Coherence
is extremely important in providing explanatory answers. Give a detailed examination of the topic by
including knowledge of the various perspectives put forward by other scholars in relation to it. However, when
assessing a particular argument or topic, it is important that your thoughts on its significance are made clear.
In explanatory answers it is important that you demonstrate a clear understanding of a research topic or
argument. Assess Weigh up to what extent something is true. This will help present a balanced argument and
demonstrate wide knowledge of the literature. Outline Convey the main points placing emphasis on global
structures and interrelationships rather than minute detail. Review Look thoroughly into a subject. Make sure
you assert your position with these types of questions. Study guide For a printer-friendly PDF version of this
guide, click here To write a good essay, you firstly need to have a clear understanding of what the essay
question is asking you to do. Example: Describe the Industrial Revolution. That is, you should give an
overview of all viewpoints before providing any of your own arguments. Compare Identify the similarities and
differences between two or more phenomena. We encourage the reprinting of our articles for educational
purposes. Essentially, you need to convince the reader about the strength of your argument, using research to
back up your assessment of the topic is essential. Questions about some of the terminology used in this article?
Back up your comments using appropriate evidence from external sources, or your own experience. This
should be a critical assessment and not merely descriptive.


