
TURNER THESIS IMPORTANT

The Frontier Thesis or Turner Thesis, is the argument advanced by historian Frederick Jackson Turner's emphasis on
the importance of the frontier in shaping American character influenced the interpretation found in thousands of
scholarly.

Cronon re-orders the typical understanding of the sequence of westward expansion. The only people who
could afford to buy the land were wealthy citizens. His thesis "The Significance of the Frontier in American
History" mournfully proclaimed that the once vast American western frontier was closed. The result was a
unique American society, distinct from the European societies from which it originated. His critics have
denied everything from his basic assumptions to the small details of his argument. The frontier thesis is one of
the most influential documents on the American west today. He cites British attempts to stifle western
emigration during the colonial era and as an example of eastern control. Worster argued that the United States
wanted to continue creating family farms for Americans in the West. In some cases, the United States sought
to trade with these tribes in an effort put the tribes in debt. Not the constitution but free land and an abundance
of natural resources open to a fit people, made the democratic type of society in America for three centuries
while it occupied its empire. Impossible Subjects describes four groups of illegal immigrants Filipinos,
Japanese, Chinese and Mexican braceros who were created by the United States immigration policy. Ngai
specifically examines the role that the government played in defining, controlling and disciplining these
groups for their allegedly illegal misconduct. How much do Puritan New England and the California of the
transcontinental railroad really have in common? While Turner may have believed that the West was no
longer the frontier in , the missionaries certainly would have disagreed. Evidently, the belief that free political
institutions of the United States spawned in ancient Germanic forests endured well into the s. Other historians,
who wanted to focus scholarship on minorities, especially Native Americans and Hispanics, started in the s to
criticize the frontier thesis because it did not attempt to explain the evolution of those groups. By focusing on
the missionaries and the tenants of these homes, Pascoe depicted not just relations between women, but
provided examples of how missionaries responded to issues which they believed were unique in the West.
Traxel, David. Although almost totally ignored at the time, Turner's lecture eventually gained such wide
distribution and influence that a contemporary scholar has called it "the single most influential piece of writing
in the history of American history. The peculiarity of American institutions is, the fact that they have been
compelled to adapt themselves to the changes of an expanding people to the changes involved in crossing a
continent, in winning a wilderness, and in developing at each area of this progress out of the primitive
economic and political conditions of the frontier into the complexity of city life. While illegal immigration is
not an issue isolated to the history of the American West, the immigrants moved predominantly into
California, Texas and the American Southwest. He took a great of time to describe each of the interactions
with the Indian tribes in detail. Bibliography: O'Toole, G. Alfred A. The American West is relevant to her
study only because it was where most of the illegal immigrants described in her story lived and worked. The
conquest of the frontier forced Americans to become smart, resourceful, and democratic. Knopf: New York,.
Despite its faults, his thesis proved powerful because it succinctly summed up the concerns of Turner and his
contemporaries. Illegal immigrants began to flow into the United States soon after the passage of the
Johnson-Reed Act. Europeans had long been trapped in the suffocating confines of the final stage, which had
caused corruption and staleness both in Europe and in the eastern United States, where European traditions
had continued to reign. Historians began to approach the field from different perspectives and investigated the
lives of Women, miners, Chicanos, Indians, Asians, and African Americans. If the frontier had been so
essential to the development of American culture and democracy, then what would befall them as the frontier
closed? His father, a journalist by trade and local historian by avocation, piqued Turner's interest in history.
The frontier, they argued, shaped uniquely American institutions such as revivals, camp meetings, and
itinerant preaching. Religious institutions from the eastern seaboard, in particular, battled for possession of the
West. Whichever argument is emphasized, however, any realistic conclusion cannot deny that both the frontier
and the ties to established centres were formative in Canada's development. Chinese immigrants troubled the
Anglo majority because they could not be easily assimilated into American society. William Appleman
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Williams led the "Wisconsin School" of diplomatic historians by arguing that the frontier thesis encouraged
American overseas expansion, especially in Asia, during the 20th century. Instead of adapting to the natural
environment, the United States government embarked on the largest dam building project in human history.
While appealing, the Turner thesis stultified scholarship on the West. Cronon examined the formation of
Chicago and the importance of its commodities market for the development of the American West. The
Choctaws and Pawnees had thriving economies and their food supplies were more than sufficient. The west is
now the home of oversized commercial farms, artificial reservoirs which stretch for hundreds of miles, rivers
that run only on command and sprawling cities which depend on irrigation. Indeed, his influence was felt in
American classrooms until the s and 80s. Reassessment of Western History In the last half of the twentieth
century, a new wave of western historians rebelled against the Turner thesis and defined themselves by their
opposition to it.


