
CRIMEAN WAR EASTERN QUESTION

The Sultan proceeded to war, his armies attacking the Russian army Determined to address the Eastern Question by
ending the.

Later it was the strategic importance of the Suez Canal that most concerned Britain. By prolonging hostilities
further, however, Russia would have invited Austria to enter the war against her and would have resulted in
considerable suspicion in Britain. Military occupation without time limit, commonly unilateral, was denied
legitimacy; formal protectorates were legitimated by the powers, not by the Sublime Porte in the end by the
Turkish Republic ; direct annexation was invariably solemnized by formal agreement with Constantinople.
Historians of World War I and have blamed the war on secret treaties, militarism, emotional nationalism and
economic jealousy. Rather than immediately putting the Eastern Question to rest by aiding the Greeks and
attacking the Ottomans, Alexander wavered, ultimately failing to take any decisive action. It reduced
Muhammad Ali from quasi independence to Ottoman vassalage, but only upon his being recognized as the
founder of a hereditary provincial dynasty with full domestic autonomy though subject to Ottoman control of
Egypt's foreign policy. Ethnic and religious antagonisms in Turkey, Iraq, Bosnia, and Cyprus today comprise
one of the bitter legacies of Great Power diplomacy in the Eastern Question. Russia also had an active
philhellenic movement, manifested in relief aid campaigns for Balkan Orthodox victims of Ottoman reprisals
and in poems dedicated to Greek freedom by Pushkin and other writers. Stavrou and Peter R. After defeat in ,
France lost military and political clout: restoring French influence in the Concert of Europe became a goal for
its own sake as it had been for Russia after and this inclined French policy toward cooperation with other
states. While modernizing, foreign ministries also adopted a culture of bureacracy, which placed a value on
hierarchy and conformity. Review of Macfie, A. Still, the five Great Powers Britain, France, Russia, Austria,
and Prussia acted in concert in the final settlement of the Egyptian question, and a treaty signed in London
offered international guarantees of the Ottoman Empire's integrity. It provided for a military alliance between
Russia and the Ottoman Empire, if one of them were to be attacked, and a secret additional clause allowed the
Ottomans to opt out of sending troops but to close the Straits to foreign warships if Russia was under threat.
On the other hand, as we saw during Serbia's revolution, St. Who the diplomats were, and how they carried
out their business, played a great role in Balkan politics. For the first time, the Sublime Porte, which entered
World War I in November as an ally of the Central Powers , placed itself simultaneously at war with the three
countries that had territorial scores to settle with the sultanâ€”Britain in Egypt and Sudan , France in Tunisia,
and Russia at the Turkish Straits. Anderson, The Eastern Question, â€” ; A. By previous treaties, the Sultan
was committed "to protect the Christian religion and its Churches", but Menshikov tried to negotiate a new
treaty, under which Russia would be allowed to interfere whenever it deemed the Sultan's protection
inadequate. A third aim of Russian policy, arising from the first two, has been outright physical possession of
Istanbul and the Dardanelles. The Principality of Serbia was established, governed by its own Parliament,
Government, Constitution and its own royal dynasty. Family connections mattered. In , the Great Powers
again made proposals to the Ottoman Empire which were rejected. But the Herzegovinian leaders rejected the
proposal, pointing out that the Sultan had already failed his promises of reforms. The Turks refused to give up
and this resulted in the Russio-Turkish War that lasted until with the signing of the Treaty of Adrianople. A
Russian army of 10, landed on the Bosphorus shores in and helped to prevent the capture of Constantinople.
This provision of the Treaty raised a problem known as the "Straits Question". By the war's end, the profound
weaknesses of the Russian armed forces were readily apparent, and the Russian leadership was determined to
reform it. German officers trained Turkish troops and German money built Turkish railways: in both cases
Berlin expected an eventual payoff, whether political or economic. The indignant monarchs withdrew their
ambassadors to the Sublime Porte , threatening armed conflict. Because ambassadors could not expect rapid
instructions, they enjoyed tremendous freedom: they reported what they wished, or acted on personal beliefs
and interests, or did nothing. The scene was now set for events that were to take place during the next 15 years
that would bring about more dramatic changes to the European scene. The term was invented by a famous
German historian Leopold von Ranke in his book Die Serbische Revolution, published in  First Serbian
Uprising against the Ottoman Empire Serbian revolution or Revolutionary Serbia refers to the national and
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social revolution of the Serbian people between and , during which Serbia managed to fully emancipate from
the Ottoman Empire and exist as a sovereign European nation-state , and a latter period â€” , marked by
intense negotiations between Belgrade and Ottoman Empire. Ultimately, diplomacy of the old style failed in
when new forces such as nationalism and militarism escaped its control. Unsourced material may be
challenged and removed. Foreign Secretary Lord Palmerston, the strategy's author, saw in Egypt's threats to
the Osmanli dynasty's survival â€”, a threat to the British Empire. The new kings of Greece and Romania were
minor members of the German royalty: this increased the stature of the Balkan states, and also placed them
under the control of reliable figures. Neither local states nor Great Powers could control the situation. It
preferred a weak Ottoman Empire in the area rather than a strong Russia. He thus responded favorably in and
to the tsar's proposal for joint military intervention, with the cooperation of the Sublime Porte, to contain an
ominous threat to the survival of the Ottoman Empire posed by Muhammad Ali, the viceroy of Egypt, backed
by France. The later conflicting Angloâ€”Frenchâ€”Arab claims in the Fertile Crescent were compounded by
the Balfour Declaration: Britain's secret understanding with the Zionists and public declaration of sympathy
for the formation in Palestine of a Jewish national home. The result incommoded Russia, which had planned
to take possession of various Ottoman territories in Southeastern Europe in the course of the conflict. A
second aim of Russian Balkan policy was retention and expansion of rights of navigation from the Black Sea
into the Mediterranean. Like British investors, French investors forced their government to balance competing
interests.


