
ESSAYS ON HIV AIDS STIGMA

Free Essay: Stigma and seroconversion are a few familiar words that come to mind when dealing with HIV/AIDS. These
are a few processes that people go.

My son is a simple as good as gold-but she brought him this disease". People, including those living with HIV,
repeatedly make clear that their fear, or real experience, of stigma and discrimination affects whether, when,
and how they take up HIV prevention and treatment goods and services. STDs are seen in different forms such
as bumps, rashes, or unseen to the naked eye. Huge differences in practise exist between countries and
between health care facilities within countries. They have noted that while subordinating individuals or groups
in society, the stigmatizing process also reinforces hierarchical patterns of privilege, where those at the top of
a stratified society are pre-eminent over, and sometimes predatory upon, others at lower levels [ 16 ]. It's my
responsibility to give strength to others. But my church and my belief helped me to find a meaning in life
again. To see this perhaps more clearly, think of certain religious settings where punishment theories of illness
causation are in force [ 17â€”19 ]. Recent research has begun to move beyond the generally descriptive work
that has populated the field to consider the possible social and biological functions of stigma [ 11 , 12 ].
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home, in a small village in the south-west of England. Denial goes hand in hand with discrimination, with
many people continuing to deny that HIV exists in their communities. We could well be driven out of our
home yet again. Discrimination based on health status, including HIV, is a human rights violation, and stigma
is the social form of this violation. Together with traditional beliefs about sex, blood and the transmission of
other diseases, these beliefs provide a basis for the further stigma of women within the context of HIV and
AIDS HIV - positive women are treated very differently from men in many developing countries. The first
claim, linking HIV stigma and the global epidemic, is also treated as a factâ€”so notorious that it has become
the basis for considerable policy and program development [ 16 , 21 ]. That parent, of course, told all the
others. In some cases, they may be evicted from home by their families and rejected by their friends and
colleagues. From early in the AIDS epidemic a series of powerful images were used that reinforced and
legitimised stigmatisation. In dealing with HIV, it has become very clear that people's behaviour transcends
population groups over time and space. To be effective, all HIV interventions should include an analysis of
how stigma functions, how it enhances dominance and subordination in society, how it is that some win and
others lose in the pernicious struggle for pre-eminence, and why it is that such a social scheme perversely
flourishes in the first place [ 16 ]. My parents and brother also do not want me back. The same disease has one
in three people in sub-Saharan Africa infected, and has no cure. Others suggest that fear of contagion is the
actual culprit. People and governments confronting HIV should do so not out of fear or stigma, but out of the
knowledge that we all share the same rights and protecting these rights protects us all from HIV and AIDS.
This makes the national HIV response less effective and compounds human rights violations against these
people. How can we change people attitudes to AIDS? As a result, the social implications of the disease has
been extended from those of other life threatening conditions to the point at which PLWAs are not only faced
with a terminal illness but also social isolation and constant discrimination throughout society. Stigma and
Human Rights We marvel at the prescience and lucidity of Mann, a doctor who was dedicated to treating the
whole personâ€”both the physical ills and the emotional distress attendant upon these ills, including the stigma
inherited from or imposed by societies where the oppression of some fortifies the privilege of others. A
number of key dictionary definitions will follow. The same mechanisms should be functional and accessible to
all. Often husbands carry HIV, while barrier methods of disease prevention, such as condoms, are proscribed,
perhaps most vigorously by male-dominant religious organizations. Such traditional assumptions, sometimes
reinforced by the missionary religions, greatly benefit men while predisposing women to HIV infection. In
most cases, discriminatory practises such as the compulsory screening of 'risk groups', both furthers the
stigmatisation of such groups as well as creating a false sense of security among individuals who are not
considered at high-risk. This notion stigmatizes people struggling with their illness. Oxford dictionaries  This
caused such panic and hostility that we were forced to move out of the area. Stigma in Society Stigma is part
of the attitudes and social structures that set people against each other. It impedes any countervailing forces for
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social equality.


