
MACBETH THE DAGGER SCENE

Speech: â€œIs this a dagger which I see before meâ€•. By William Shakespeare. (from Macbeth, spoken by Macbeth).
Is this a A dagger of the mind, a false creation.

At the beginning of the play, Macbeth is seen as an order figure. She claims that she would have killed
Duncan herself except that he resembled her father sleeping. His sleep is haunted by nightmares. Macbeth is
the victim of his illusions. As she leaves, Macbeth hears a mysterious knocking. The night around him seems
thick with horror and witchcraft, but Macbeth stiffens and resolves to do his bloody work. Those questions are
at stake in this passage. While I stay here talking, Duncan lives. Now o'er the one half-world 50Nature seems
dead, and wicked dreams abuse The curtained sleep. He knows that he can see it but he wonders if he can
touch it. Now half the world is asleep and being deceived by evil nightmares. Continuing to gaze upon the
dagger, he thinks he sees blood on the blade, then abruptly decides that the vision is just a manifestation of his
unease over killing Duncan. I see thee yet, in form as palpable As this which now I draw. It is the bloody
business which informs Thus to mine eyes. The ultimate questions would be to know if we can rely on our
senses and if what we see is real. Come, let me clutch thee. Hear it not, Duncan; for it is a knell That summons
thee to heaven or to hell. Reality joins illusion. He is a soldier and defends the king. He is uncertain about
what he has to do. Why does the dagger he sees seem as real as the one he has in his hand? The murder and
the vision of blood are key elements to this scene. Mine eyes are made the fools o' the other senses, Or else
worth all the rest; I see thee still, And on thy blade and dudgeon gouts of blood, Which was not so before. In
these plays, violent acts abound but are kept offstage, made to seem more terrible by the power of suggestion.
He refuses to go back into the room, so she takes the daggers into the room herself, saying that she would be
ashamed to be as cowardly as Macbeth. As Lady Macbeth reenters the hall, the knocking comes again, and
then a third time. In this passage, the theme of illusion and reality is clearly shown. This is the first time Lady
Macbeth shows herself to be at all vulnerable. With Tarquin's ravishing strides, towards his design Moves like
a ghost. She says that she cannot understand how Macbeth could failâ€”she had prepared the daggers for the
chamberlains herself. Or are you nothing more than a dagger created by the mind, a hallucination from my
fevered brain? Whiles I threat, he lives. Author: Michelle Kivett. Many themes are recurring throughout the
play and this passage. He announces that Duncan is going to die. Macbeth emerges, his hands covered in
blood, and says that the deed is done. The more he talks, the less he is willing to commit the murder. No, this
my hand will rather The multitudinous seas incarnadine, See Important Quotations Explained As Macbeth
leaves the hall, Lady Macbeth enters, remarking on her boldness.


