
LEIGH HUNT AS POET AND ESSAYIST

Full text of "Leigh-Hunt as poet and essayist, being the choicest passages from his works selected and edited with a
biographical introd. by Charles Kent".

He also had the luxury of a pianoforte which he delighted in playing. The Liberal, though one of the highest
quality periodicals of the early nineteenth century, did not last long. The public was shocked that Hunt, who
had been obliged to Byron for so much, would "bite the hand that fed him". He lived through the decade in
poverty and poor health. Imagination and Fancy , his most sustained critical work, draws interesting parallels
between painting and poetry. It is, after all, a more advantageous union since Sir William is poor and Sir Grey,
though old, is wealthy. Actually, however, most reviewers, whether writing favorably or unfavorably, seemed
to be moved more by politics than critical judgment, the reason being that as outspoken liberal editor of The
Examiner, Hunt had won many admirers but also many political enemies. The Story of Rimini is an optimistic
narrative which runs contrary to the tragic nature of its subject. The poems in Juvenilia , his first volume, show
his love for Italian literature. In the mid s Hunt wrote most of his best-remembered lyrics, including "Jenny
Kissed Me. His work was a satire that offended many contemporary poets, particularly William Gifford. The
play, which is strongly influenced by Elizabethan drama, is certainly as good as other plays of the time.
Enjoying the Italian climate and culture, Hunt stayed in Italy until  Both Keats and Shelley belonged to a
literary group that gathered around Hunt at Hampstead. Hunt's poems, of which "Abou Ben Adhem" and
"Jenny Kissed Me" are probably the best known, reflect the influence of foreign versification. These essays
were published in two volumes in in The Round Table. Though it was undistinguished and though Hunt later
felt sufficiently ashamed of it to leave the poems out of his collected works, he was proud enough of it at the
time for it was an instant success, going through four editions by  He was the last son and first child to be born
in England; all the older children were born in America. His father Isaac, a lawyer from Philadelphia , and his
mother, Mary Shewell, a merchant's daughter and a devout Quaker , had been forced to come to Britain
because of their loyalist sympathies during the American War of Independence. Oxford Dictionary of National
Biography Volume 28  He also was allowed a room in the infirmary with a small plot of ground just outside in
which to walk and in which he planted an apple tree and a garden of lilacs, daisies, heartsease, broom, and
sweetbrier. As a Radical journalist, though not much interested in the details of politics, he attacked
oppression with indignation. The Liberal lived through four quarterly numbers, containing contributions no
less memorable than Byron's " Vision of Judgment " and Shelley's translations from Faust. Shelley publicly
demonstrated his devotion to Hunt in when he dedicated his Cenci to him with high praise: "Had I known a
person more highly endowed than yourself with all that it becomes a man to possess, I had solicited for this
work the ornament of his name. In addition, both his health and that of his wife Marianne failed. The majority
of each issue was written by Hunt with Byron contributing and Mary Shelley providing some previously
unpublished short poems by Shelley. From this introduction Keats derived his own interest in Italian poetry,
and it remained a potent influence long after he had outgrown Hunt's tutelage. The s began on an exultant note
for Hunt with the successful production of his poetic drama A Legend of Florence at the Covent Garden
theater. As a writer, Hunt was a jack-of-all-trades, achieving early success as a critic, essayist, journalist, and
poet, and establishing himself as an editor of influential journals in an age when the periodical was at the
height of its cultural influence. Shelley's financial help saved Hunt from ruin. Too often one finds idiomatic
and colloquial language where serious and tragic diction is called for. However, Byron soon discovered that
Hunt was no longer interested in the Examiner. There, Hunt received all his formal education, staying until 
Two journalistic ventures, the Tatler â€” , a daily devoted to literary and dramatic criticism, and London
Journal â€” failed, even though London Journal contained some of his best writing. After his release in he
moved to Hampstead, at that point a village to the north of London, where he was the center of a coterie of
young figures on the literary scene, frequently visited by Percy Bysshe Shelley , whose acquaintance he had
made as early as , and by Mary Godwin. When Jeremy Bentham called on him, he found Hunt playing
battledore. On the contrary, Hunt even announced some of the works coming in future issues. It concentrates
on the early years, using as a basis the material from Lord Byron and Some of His Contemporaries. The satire,
however, is much milder than in the earlier poem.


