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Such is the practice of using fermented liquors, hot drinks, opium, tobacco, and betel. It will there be seen why
the progress of the mind has not been at all times accompanied with an equal progress towards happiness and
virtue; and how the leaven of prejudices and errors has polluted the good that should flow from knowledge, a
good which depends more upon the purity of that knowledge than its extent. He hid for five or eight months in
the house of Mme. Condorcet later wrote Vie de M. The Greeks on the contrary took advantage of the
corruptions of their common language to play upon the meaning of words, to embarrass the mind by
contemptible equivoques, and lead it astray by expressing successively Edition: current; Page: [67] different
ideas by the same sign: a practice which gave acuteness to the mind, at the same time that it weakened its
strength against chimerical difficulties. A more sedentary and less fatiguing life afforded leisure favourable to
the development of the mind. But let us not seek to penetrate what an uncertain futurity as yet conceals from
us. Monty Hall problem: An unintuitive consequence of conditional probability. For both these reasons, they
form a source of pleasure. This progress was the slow and gradual work of necessity and concurring
circumstances: it is but a step or two farther in the route we have already traced in pastoral nations. An
anomalous pattern of inheritance in the fragile X syndrome. Necker was written under the inspiratiqn of
Turgot, in defense of free internal trade in corn. If cancer is essentially a negative outcome lottery at the cell
level, and larger organisms have more cells, and thus more potentially cancerous cell divisions, one would
expect larger organisms to be more predisposed to cancer. He was indefatigable in writing pamphlets,
suggesting reforms, and planning constitutions. The means of satisfying his wants are even too dependent
upon chance and the seasons, usefully to excite an industry, the progressive improvement of which might be
transmitted to his progeny; and accordingly the attention of each is confined to the improvement of his
individual skill and address. And will it not be the surest way of undeceiving us respecting the one, and of
preventing the other, to develope their origin and effects? The first mode of writing, which represented things
by a painting more or less accurate, either of the thing itself or of an analogous object, giving place to a more
simple mode, in which the resemblance of these objects was nearly effaced, in which scarcely any signs were
employed but such as were in a manner purely conventional, the secret doctrine came to have a writing, as it
had before a language to itself. The one, more rapid, is the result of those new combinations which men
favoured by nature are capable of forming; is the fruit of their meditations and the energies they display: the
other, more slow, arises from the reflections and observations that offer themselves to all men, and from the
habits contracted in their common course of life. Like fellow Enlightenment thinker Jean-Jacques Rousseau in
his book Emile ou De l'Education , Condorcet identified education as crucial to the emancipation of
individuals. In opposition to those who relied on revolutionary enthusiasm to form the new citizens, Condorcet
maintained that revolution was not made to last and that revolutionary institutions were not intended to
prolong the revolutionary experience but to establish political rules and legal mechanisms that would insure
future changes without revolution. Fortuitous events will continually interpose, and derange the slow but
regular movement of nature, often retarding, sometimes accelerating it.


