
TRADITIONAL AFRICAN BELIEFS IN JOHN S MBITIS BOOK

INTRODUCTION TO AFRICAN RELIGION

Editorial Reviews. From Library Journal. This revision of a standard text (LJ 7/75) provides an Highlight, take notes, and
search in the book; In this edition, page numbers are just like . "Mbiti's Introduction to African Religion gives richness,
boldness, and pride to . African Religions: Beliefs and Practices through History .

There are other special people: seers seeing without special training, elders in charge of rituals, rain-makers,
traditional rulers, and priests: Traditional priests are found in Uganda, Tanzania, Nigeria, Ghana and other
parts of West Africa, where people had or have temples and cults associated with major spirits or divinities.
Marriage Customs. The Value of Religious Leaders. It then challenges the simplistic use of attributive terms
as definitions of African religion: hence, the author rejects calling African religion ancestor worship,
fetishism, and animism, although ancestors are honoured, fetishes used and spirits perceived in natural
features. The last chapter, The Value of Religion pp , begins with the time, material resources, even life itself,
that many people are prepared to offer religion. Traditional Rulers -- Ch. Chapter Nine, Birth and Time of
Youth pp. A baby can be named for the day of the week on which it was born, for a departed relative, to show
the gratitude of its parents, after an animal, even a demeaning word so as to avert harm. Yet there are parts of
Africa where white is the colour associated with death, spirits, and evil. The Nature of African Religion. Page
has two photos, top showing a Kenyan diviner holding his divination gourd, bottom showing the pebbles and
stones of the gourd. Medicine -- Ch. Making Sacrifices and Offerings. They include groves and forests, trees,
waterfalls and rivers, lakes, rocks and mountains. It mentions creation, sky and earth, unending natural cycles,
order and the importance of man. African Religion is Found in Art and Symbols. He presents a constellation
of African worldviews, beliefs in God, use of symbols, valued traditions, and practices that have taken root
with African peoples throughout the vast continent. The Richness of the African Heritage. Rituals and
Festivals. African Views of the Universe. Afterwards, they may be of aid to diviners or enter into natural
features or be the cause of fear among strangers who encounter them. Intermediaries between God and Man --
Ch. Singing and Dancing in Worship. It defines culture: The word culture covers many things, such as the way
people live, behave and act, and their physical as well as their intellectual achievements. It sees him as father
and as friend. It is different for those who have died more recently. Different Forms of Initiation -- Ch. This
includes: respecting parents and elders, bringing up children well, hospitality, honesty, reliability, courage, etc.
Growth, Circumcision and Initiation. Responsibility: John S. Health Rituals. Another major problem facing
Christianity in Africa is the large number of Church divisions, denominations, groups and sects. Religion as a
Means of Communication. It is an easy to read, sympathetic and good introduction to the topic. The cause of
death may appear physical, but usually a spirit or human magic lies at its root. Objects for Offerings and
Sacrifices. The Value of Religion. Human Images of God. Mbiti In his widely acclaimed survey, John Mbiti
sheds light on the survival and prosperity of African Religion in different historical, geographical,
sociological, cultural, and physical environments. In any case there are ritual and religious leaders who take
charge of any public use of these places, and see to it that they are kept in order where and when necessary. In
most parts of Africa burial is the usual means of disposing the body of a dead person. The Origin of Death.


