
JOHN LOCKE AN ESSAY ON HUMAN UNDERSTANDING QUOTES

24 quotes from An Essay Concerning Human Understanding: 'The great question which, in all ages, has disturbed
mankind, and brought on them the greatest p.

He also criticizes the use of words which are not linked to clear ideas, and to those who change the criteria or
meaning underlying a term. Locke allowed that some ideas are in the mind from an early age, but argued that
such ideas are furnished by the senses starting in the womb: for instance, differences between colours or tastes.
Writers may also invent such obfuscation to make themselves appear more educated or their ideas more
complicated and nuanced or erudite than they actually are. Try all things, hold fast that which is good. JOHN
LOCKE, Some Thoughts Concerning Education 6 likes like Defects and weakness in men's understandings, as
well as other faculties, come from want of a right use of their own minds; I am apt to think, the fault is
generally mislaid upon nature, and there is often a complaint of want of parts, when the fault lies in want of a
due improvement of them. At the same time, Locke's work provided crucial groundwork for future empiricists
such as David Hume. If we have a universal understanding of a concept like sweetness, it is not because this is
an innate idea, but because we are all exposed to sweet tastes at an early age. Knowledge, say you, is only the
Perception of the Agreement or Disagreement of our own Ideas: but who knows what those Ideas may be? In
the rationalist Gottfried Leibniz wrote a response to Locke's work in the form of a chapter-by-chapter rebuttal,
the Nouveaux essais sur l'entendement humain "New Essays on Human Understanding". For he that loves it
not, will not take much pains to get it; nor be much concerned when he misses it. JOHN LOCK, Letters
Concerning Toleration 10 likes like The reservedness and distance that fathers keep, often deprive their sons
of that refuge which would be of more advantage to them than an hundred rebukes or chidings. In terms of
qualities, Locke divides them into primary and secondary, in which primary give our minds ideas based on
sensation and actual experience. London: Taylor,  An Essay Concerning Human Understanding. Book I[ edit ]
The main thesis is that there are "No Innate Principles", by this reasoning: If we will attentively consider new
born children, we shall have little reason to think that they bring many ideas into the world with them and that
"by degrees afterward, ideas come into their minds. Locke followed the Port-Royal Logique [9] in numbering
among the abuses of language those that he calls "affected obscurity" in chapter  For if it be out of a principle
of charity, as they pretend, and love to mens souls, that they deprive them of their estates, maim them with
corporal punishments, starve and torment them in noisome prisons, and in the end even take away their lives; I
say, if all this be done merely to make men Christians, and procure their salvation, why then do they suffer
whoredom, fraud, malice, and such like enormities, which, according to the Apostle, manifestly relish of
heathenish corruption, to predominate so much and abound amongst their flocks and people? Leibniz thought
that Locke's commitment to ideas of reflection in the Essay ultimately made him incapable of escaping the
nativist position or being consistent in his empiricist doctrines of the mind's passivity. London: Thomas
Basset,  Chapter ten in this book focuses on "Abuse of Words.


