
GLOBAL WARMING IN CALIFORNIA

Learn how global warming is affecting California and the western states, and the solutions states are taking to address
the growing risks of climate change.

Under one model in the Fourth Assessment, large wildfires spanning more than 25, acres could become 50
percent more frequent by  The report also highlights shortcomings in how authorities classify heat waves and
alert the public. Many areas, the authors write, will experience exponential increases in the number of extreme
heat days by the end of this century. Westerling cited two reasons for that. The amount of water stored in key
Northern California reservoirs at the end of the summer season could decline by a quarter. That approach is
intended to provide local officials on the ground with more relevant, community-level information they can
use to prepare. During most years, when natural climate variations cause wet or near-average conditions, the
demands of the increasingly greedy atmosphere are still met with relative ease. It has fended off erosion,
widened the beach and become the most visited beach in Ventura County, the report said. But global warming
will alter the timing and form of precipitation, making it tougher for the state to hold on to it. California must
continue to lead the way in addressing the risks of a warming climate. Dry Weather Versus Higher Temps
Because these drought calculations are all done mathematically using historical climate data, we can repeat
our calculations over and over again while holding certain variables constant. UC Berkeley environmental
economics professor Max Auffhammer, who authored the study that analyzed utility bills for households
across the state, found a silver lining: increased electricity demand will be more than offset by reductions in
natural gas use for heating as a result of milder winters. State Considers Going Percent Clean Energy State
lawmakers are currently considering legislation that would require utilities in California to obtain percent of
their electricity from renewable or other zero-carbon sources by  Average temperatures in southern California
have already warmed about 3 degrees Fahrenheit in the last century. Airports in major urban areas, including
San Francisco, Oakland and San Diego, would be susceptible to major flooding from a combination of sea
level rise and storm surge by , depending on the airport. In the second, they continue to climb until late in the
century. As a result, more freshwater must move through the delta to maintain water quality. That
vegetation-drying effect compounds with every degree of warming, explains Daniel Swain , a climate scientist
at the University of California, Los Angeles, meaning that plants lose their water more efficiently today than
they did before climate change ratcheted up California's temperatures. But contrary to conventional wisdom,
the study found that in the near term, those dead trees would not significantly increase wildfire. The lower of
the two, RCP 4. Rising temperatures, deadlier heat waves California has already warmed 1 to 2 degrees since
the beginning of the 20th century as a result of the human-caused buildup of greenhouse gases. Even if the sea
rose 6. Climate change will have more of a wildfire effect in mountain forests in the northern two-thirds of the
state than in other parts of fire-prone California because those regions are cooler and moister. Or did
regulations to remove air pollutants in the latter half of the twentieth century affect the warming rate due to
increasing greenhouse gases? We determined this by repeating our calculations using temperature records that
exclude year-to-year temperature variations and only contain the long-term warming trend. Under one
scenario, emissions peak and then begin to decline in midcentury. Compared with historical averages â€” that
is, average temperatures during the first half of the 20th century, from to â€” average annual temperatures
across California could rise between 2. The Mendocino fire has already burned , acres , an area larger than the
city of Los Angeles.


