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This means you will have to briefly explain your topic before getting into the body. Spellings are often an
issue. If you use specific terminology you might need a glossary. How does it work? In this unit, students
become aware of the techniques used in persuasive oral arguments and apply them to independent persuasive
letter writing activities. What is the title? Model how to spell when demonstrating writing. Above all, pupils
need to be able to write with the reader in mind: does it make sense? The language features of an explanation
text are Each lesson is a complete plan that eliminates your preparation time, but if you need to modify the
content to suit a particular class, you can easily do so. Next take an equal amount 20 percent of time to
structure your writing using a graphic organizer or mind map which can be found below. Action verbs and
present tense such as runs, develops and becomes Cause and effect terms such as because of.. Lesson 3 reduce
scaffolding throughout the year There need to be an adequate number of independent pieces of writing. If your
pupil can write like piece B more often, they are in with a chance of being at greater depth. Clare Hodgson is
lead moderator for KS2 writing in Hertfordshire. Consider the use of editing flaps or leave the left-hand side
of books blank for redrafting sections. Find out more about Herts for Learning at hertsforlearning. What
happens first, next and and why? Ideally, the majority of evidence for most of your pupils should be drawn
from the later part of the year when you can revisit, for example, effective use of dialogue or features of
formal writing â€” topics that you taught in a more scaffolded way in the first part of the year. What stops
pupils hitting a standard? The trick is not necessarily to tell pupils to include a long list of features, but to
consider purpose and audience and find a good model text. Find further guidance on this here. Which parts
need to be described as part of the explanation? If you follow this model you really only need to spend around
40 percent of your time writing. What could I do to try to spell this word? Are you explaining how or why
something happens or are you explaining a process. Having this bank of evidence from the later part of the
year is key. Was Leigh given adequate time to redraft to consider precision of language or tidy up
punctuation? Can the reader follow it? However, when this takes place at the expense of continued writing
opportunities, it impacts on the number of writing pieces available. However, you do need to allow
opportunities for pupils to write both formally and informally. Watch out, too, for the comma splice. What are
the important parts, section of what you want to explain? Explanation texts are always written in present tense
and from a third person perspective. Be sure to check out our own complete guide to writing perfect
paragraphs here. She is also an assessment adviser at Herts for Learning. Tips for writing a great explanation
text explanation text planning tools Assume your readers are not as knowledgeable on the topic as you are.
When writing an explanation you will need to spend a significant period of time Approximately 20 percent
researching your topic to ensure you know what you are talking about. Make the writing process explicit and
allow time to critique and craft, building autonomy over the year. This also applies to teacher feedback â€”
ease up on being too directive as the year progresses. Use paragraphs effectively. About This Unit Overview
Through a classroom "argument" activity and letter writing models, students are introduced to the concepts of
lobbying for something that's important to them or they want and making persuasive statements. Your ideas
and structure will already be formed. These show not only the national standards but also the quantity and
range of independent writing required.


