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Deterrence theory is based upon a belief that citizens choose to obey or violate the law after determining the
advantages and disadvantages of their actions Paternoster,  There are two types of deterrence: general and
specific. This can be applied to the cyber realm in the sense that we need to deter terrorists, state actors and
non-state actors from attempting attacks on U. This theory also states that by viewing or hearing about your
punishment then others around you will not follow in your footsteps which will decrease the number of
criminal acts committed. The deterrence in its most rudimentary form is defined by Alexander L. Deterrence
and Dr. The deterrence theory would be a perfect way to keep these young people out of trouble. Labeling
theorists and deterrence theorists both aim to make conclusions about why people commit crimes and why
people continue to commit crimes over and over again. Danilovic on the other hand argued that regional stakes
are more important than a refinement of manipulative strategies or state capabilities. The main goals for these
punishments are to maintain order over society and to prevent recidivism DeJong, , p. It used this threat of
"massive retaliation" as a means to deter Soviet hostility. When one person or persons attempt to sway the
decision of another with the menace of punishment more threatening than the gains, this is deterrence
Coleman,  Which is indicative of the society we as americans live in. Community- deter people from
committing it again Indeterminate Sentencing a. One of the main goals of punishment is deterrence. We will
take a look at these theories, and see if they are really the answer to our crime problems in the USA.
Deterrence is an inherent concept within criminal law. People have learned to deal with these crimes in many
different ways. Also, the general deterrence means that amount of penalties impose on the offender will stop
others and deter them from committing crimes and prevents others form even thinking to commit the crime.
Also we will talk about how in some states mandatory guidelines actually can lower the total prison
population. Punish the sinful and the ones who break the law, swiftly, to the extent that pain will dissuade
them from committing a crime ever again. As well as the key problems for the theory. This theory theorizes
the individual as a rational actor who understand the penalties and can logically think and control their actions
accordingly. Capital punishment stirs up a fierce debate, but over the years research has proven it is not
deterrence, and states without the death penalty have a lower crime rate than states than allow the death
penalty. Time- Each punishment is set person to person regardless b. This concept fits right in with the
deterrence theory because if someone has a family tie to a certain situation or a certain situation, then chances
are they too will join in on the action. Many believe that people will commit crimes regardless of deterrence
and therefore efforts to deter are in vein. The theorists believed the severe, certain, and swift punishment was
the key to deterrence. From the variety of utilitarian justifications of punishment, retribution is the most
convincing as its theoretical goals are sustained through societies, whereas general and specific deterrence
cannot be justified on their own, as they do not match with retribution. It is an experiment to study psychology
of imprisonment on prisoners and guards by dividing selected Stanford students into two groups. This essay
will look at the support for the theory. Deterrence and rational choice are two different things. A rational
person is thought to measure both the gains and losses before committing a crime and would more than likely
to be deterred from violating the law, they believed the loss was greater than the gain.


