
THE LIFE POLITICAL CAREER AND PHILOSOPHIES OF CONFUCIUS

Confucius was a Chinese philosopher and politician of the Spring and Autumn period. Traditional accounts of
Confucius's life relate that Kong He's grandfather had migrated the family from Song to Lu. Kong He died when
Confucius was.

By the fourth century, Confucius was recognized as a unique figure, a sage who was ignored but should have
been recognized and become a king. The moral character of the ruler is the wind; the moral character of those
beneath him is the grass. Thus Confucius places the text first in his curriculum and frequently quotes and
explains its lines of verse. Please help improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources. His
ambition was to share his philosophy with the ruling princes, believing that these powerful leaders had an
obligation to lead their people with virtue. Confucius and his followers also inspired considerable criticism
from other thinkers. Never impose on others what you would not choose for yourself. However, Confucius is
said to have believed in astrology, saying: "Heaven sends down its good or evil symbols and wise men act
accordingly". But the Analects is a problematic and controversial work, having been compiled in variant
versions long after Confucius' death by disciples or the disciples of disciples. Rubin, V. Confucius serves not
as an all-powerful deity or a universally true set of abstract principles, but rather the ultimate model for others.
Among the various ways in which social divisions could have been drawn, the most important were the
vertical lines that bound multigenerational lineages. Later Years Somewhere around the age of 30, Confucius
began advancing his career, taking on administrative roles and, later, political positions for the State of Lu and
its ruling family. Confucius also figures prominently as the subject of anecdotes and the teacher of wisdom in
the writings of Xunzi, a third century follower of Confucius' teachings. Confucian ethics may, therefore, be
considered a type of virtue ethics. The term contrasts with action done out of self-interest. He died from
natural causes. He does not object to his rice being thoroughly cleaned, nor to his meat being finely minced.
Political Career During his life Confucius decided to dedicate himself to serve his motherland. He sacrificed to
the spirits as if the spirits were present. Confucius' surname Kong which means literally an utterance of
thankfulness when prayers have been answered , his tabooed given name Qiu, and his social name Zhongni,
all appear connected to the miraculous circumstances of his birth. He believed that a leader needed to exercise
self-discipline in order to remain humble and treat his followers with compassion. Because his vision of
personal and social perfections was framed as a revival of the ordered society of earlier times, Confucius is
often considered a great proponent of conservatism , but a closer look at what he proposes often shows that he
used and perhaps twisted past institutions and rites to push a new political agenda of his own: a revival of a
unified royal state, whose rulers would succeed to power on the basis of their moral merits instead of lineage.
But we should not regard the contents of the Analects as consisting of old ideas. Durrant, S. These ceremonies
encompassed: the sacrificial rites performed at ancestral temples to express humility and thankfulness; the
ceremonies of enfeoffment, toasting, and gift exchange that bound together the aristocracy into a complex web
of obligation and indebtedness; and the acts of politeness and decorumâ€”such things as bowing and
yieldingâ€”that identified their performers as gentlemen. Philosophy Main article: Confucianism The Dacheng
Hall, the main hall of the Temple of Confucius in Qufu Although Confucianism is often followed in a
religious manner by the Chinese, many argue that its values are secular and that it is, therefore, less a religion
than a secular morality. These principles of Confucianism arose from the conflict in Confucius' own life.
These are strong signals that in the eyes of the authors of the Zuozhuan, Confucius was by this time in his life
established as a person of significance in Lu. Confucius pointed especially to the precedents established during
the height of the royal Zhou roughly the first half of the first millennium BCE. Proponents argue, however,
that despite the secular nature of Confucianism's teachings, it is based on a worldview that is religious. The
Master viewed political systems as the broadest way to apply his transformational ethics across China. He
taught in areas of ethics, leadership, history, psychology, and the arts. He was no doubt commenting on
politics in Qi whereâ€”as was also the case in Luâ€”power rested not in the hands of the ruler but instead in
the hands of the powerful ministerial families who were supposed to serve him. While the Mohist love of self
is also of course a form of self-interest, what distinguishes it from the Confucian position is that the Mohists
regard self-love as a necessary means to an end, not the end in itself, which the Confucian pride of position
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and place appears to be. According to The Analects, a collection of teachings and sayings attributed to
Confucius, he acquired menial skills as a matter of necessity from his poor upbringing, though his position as
a member of a formerly aristocratic family afforded him the ability to pursue his scholarly interests.


