
HSC HAMLET

In this post, we clear up what you need to do and know to nail Module B Hamlet for the HSC. We give you an overview
of the text and its form, and then step you.

The memories of an individual in all their previous vigour and energy may continue to exist but the remnants
of dry bone and nothingness is what physically remains. Why wouldst thou be a breeder of sinners? Hamartia
The tragic flaw or error in judgment from which mistaken action comes about Anagnorisis The moment of
comprehension or recognition where the protagonist comes to understand his place in the scheme of things.
How noble in reason, how infinite in facultiesâ€¦how like an angelâ€¦how like a god. They extrapolate from
this study of a particular text to explore questions of textual integrity and significance. The disturbance of the
natural order and act of regicide results in a descent into utter chaos. Naturally, the act of fratricide was seen as
an abomination against God, but even more so to kill the monarch would have been seen as equivalent to
deicide. As we traverse the course of the play we are confronted by questions of his inconsistency. Is he a mad
man? By obsessing over the dangers of inaction, Hamlet creates further delay for himself, ultimately halting
any action or resolution that the play could come to. The deliberate violation of social hierarchy and the chain
of being in the play serves to reinforce and reaffirm the Elizabethan values of respect and order. Like perhaps
there were practical obstacles to the killing of Claudius â€” Maybe Claudius was so well protected that even
Hamlet could not have found him alone before the end of Act 3. Each elective in this module requires close
study of a single text to be chosen from a list of prescribed texts. Most productions cut the text even more
severely than Shakespeare appears to have done himself. But the problem for criticism is to discover, in
presence of a certain complex of sensations x, whether there is unity or no, and, if there is, what is its nature.
Both characters operate in extremes and ultimately fail because of it. Tragic literature confronts us afresh with
this paradox and we become fascinated by it. Here Shakespeare warns audiences of the consequences of
corruption by portraying a complete breakdown of society. The clash between religious Christian values and
more secular ideologies are also present within the text. The most important concept to understand is The
Great Chain of Being. For Wilson Knight, Hamlet is not a heroic victim but a sinister presence in Denmark.
This switching of mode of speech indicates that it is only though the abandonment of his self-identity, and
thus moral code, that he is able to complete the actions which divine providence demands of him. What do
you think Shakespeare was implying by this sentiment? Develop your argument further by working out how
this pattern of character foils unifies the text. Not one now, to mock your own grinning? Questioning what is
ideal, what should we value and establish as our identity. The play often deals with polarities and your
interpretations may well vary from the interpretations of others. Foakes Hamlet as a tragic hero particularly
defied convention. In this module, you are expected to evaluate your understanding alongside the
interpretations of others as a way of acknowledging the textual integrity of the text. Theses Textual Integrity-
The textual integrity of Hamlet relies on the timelessness of its thematic preoccupations of death and identity.
It is through his vulnerability and constant contemplation in weighing up his options and engaging in the
process of internal debate that presents him as a layered individual whose lament and anguish warrants a sense
of connection. It is because Hamlet is eternally human that the play retains its lasting hold on our sympathies.
Claudius can be seen as the divine warning against operating in extremes that Hamlet failed to ignore. Laertes,
Gertrude, Claudius and Hamlet all speak between receiving their final wounds and dying, indicating that it is
the loss of speech, rather than loss of life, that is the most crucial part of mankind, and will be lost in death.
What that means is that you need to develop four or five major ideas about the text. Author: Brandon Johnson.
The idea of corruption ties in with the concepts of control and power where influence is gained through the
perversion of image as a way of fulfilling selfish desires. Hamlet This module requires students to explore and
evaluate a specific text and its reception in a range of contexts. He does not wish to compromise his own
values but is at the same time pressured to fulfil his role as an avenger and son. Critics stress that Hamlet
mirrors the beliefs, assumptions, prejudices and blind spots of the society in which it is produced. A
philosophical rendering of the everyday leads to a tension between reflection and action.


