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Franklin went to Newnham College, Cambridge in Curie, who had a huge influence on her life and career and helped
her to improve her spoken French. Franklin was awarded a research fellowship at He could not decide for her what to
work upon, and at that time was.

When wet, DNA fibres became long and thin, called the B form, and when dried it became short and fat,
labelled the A form. Luria at Indiana on bacteriophages, the viruses that invade bacteria in order to
reproduceâ€”a topic for which Luria received a Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine in  Crick later admitted
that Franklin was two steps away from realizing the correct structure in the spring of  But Mering wept when
he visited her later, [] and destroyed all her letters. I agree that faith is essential to success in life, but I do not
accept your definition of faith, i. There he presented Franklin as "Rosy," a bad-tempered, arrogant
bluestocking who jealously guarded her data from colleagues, even though she was not competent to interpret
it. In Franklin was recruited by her former tutor Bernal, to Birkbeck College, where she applied
x-crystallography to studying the structure of the tobacco mosaic virus and the structure of RNA. Like many
other nuclear physicists, he became disillusioned with his subject when it was applied to the creation of the
atomic bomb; he turned instead to biophysics, working with his Cambridge mentor, John T. She attempted to
mount the virus crystals in capillary tubes for X-ray studies, but was forced to end her work due to her rapidly
failing health. Scientific Discoveries and Credit Controversy In January , Franklin began working as a research
associate at the King's College London in the biophysics unit, where director John Randall used her expertise
and X-ray diffraction techniques mostly of proteins and lipids in solution on DNA fibers. As a result of a deal
struck by the two laboratory directors, articles by Wilkins and Franklin, which included their X-ray diffraction
data, were modified and then published second and third in the same issue of Nature, seemingly only in
support of the Crick and Watson theoretical paper which proposed a model for the B form of DNA. Illness and
Death In the fall of , Franklin discovered that she had ovarian cancer. Her friend Charles Coulson, a theoretical
chemist, suggested she look into doing x-ray diffraction studies of large biological molecules. Her work was
used in development of the gas masks that helped keep British soldiers safer. Her work earned her a Ph.
Exposure to X-ray radiation is sometimes considered to be a possible factor in her illness. Only in , once
Cambridge had changed its regulations, did Franklin gain her bachelor's degree. I love the people, the country
and the food. Because Randall let Franklin leave on the condition that she would not work on DNA, she
turned her attention back to studies of coal. He had no experience in the two fields at the forefront of this
investigation. She used a new fine-focus X-ray tube and microcamera ordered by Wilkins, but which she
refined, adjusted and focused carefully. By early she had concluded that both forms had two helices.


