
RAWLS JUSTICE AS FAIRNESS

Justice as fairness is Rawls's theory of justice for a liberal society. As a member of the family.

A firm grasp of the concept of justice itself is necessary if these variations, and the reasons for them, are to be
understood. However, classical utilitarianism can answer this objection. The First Principle "basic liberties"
holds priority over the Second Principle. For Rawls, how justified one is in one's political convictions depends
on how close one is to achieving reflective equilibrium. Rawls suggests though he does not show that his
sequence of theories could extend to cover further sub-domains, such as human interactions with animals. By
Rawls's criteria, a libertarian conception of justice such as Nozick's in Anarchy, State, and Utopia is not a
liberal political conception of justice. The form of a society's basic structure will have profound effects on the
lives of citizens. In , Princeton hired Rawls as an instructor in the philosophy department. Then in the s Rawls
spoke out against America's military actions in Vietnam. The draft is a drastic infringement on basic liberties,
and if a draft is implemented then all who are able to serve must be equally subject to it, even if this means
slower growth. John Rawls was born in Baltimore, Maryland, in  If it is possible to raise the position of the
least advantaged further by inequality of income and wealth, then the Difference Principle prescribes
inequality up to that point where the absolute position of the least advantaged can no longer be raised. X,
footnote 2 to section XL. Do away with all inheritance taxes. It is this aspect of justice, i. There is also the
difficulty in applying the theory to practice. The Original Position and the Veil of Ignorance may exclude
some morally relevant information. Then how should wealth and income be distributed in a just society if not
equally or skewed toward the rich? The first role is practical: political philosophy can discover grounds for
reasoned agreement in a society where sharp divisions threaten to lead to conflict. You do know that in the
"real world", however, there will be a wide variety in the natural distribution of natural assets and abilities, and
that there will be differences of sex, race, and culture that will distinguish groups of people from each other.
Rawls's answer to this challenge begins by explaining what it would mean for citizens to be reasonable. For
Discussion and Writing 1. The idea behind Rawls' difference principle is to arrange before-hand behind a veil
of ignorance for a system of distribution of resources which will differentially reward the socially useful so
long as it will always also be to the advantage of the least well off. Rawls's most discussed work is his theory
of a just liberal society, called justice as fairness. Political Liberalism: Legitimacy and Stability within a
Liberal Society In a free society, citizens will have disparate worldviews. Recall that the content of a political
conception is freestanding: it is specified without reference to any comprehensive doctrine. This would lead
that person to cut all pieces as equally as possible in order to receive the best remaining share. In any society
where people reflect on their practices, there will be times when principles of justice would actually be
discussed in the way sketched by the account. Universal coverage will have been achieved once this sequence
is complete, each sub-domain having received the principles appropriate to it. Indeed, in such cases, slavery
would be right. For another, they accept the idea of marginal diminishing utility according to which
satisfaction derived from additional units of a good diminishes. Yet because reasonable citizens are
reasonable, they are unwilling to impose their own comprehensive doctrines on others who are also willing to
search for mutually agreeable rules. Then we are in position to criticize actual distributions that substantially
vary from the distribution we selected as 'unjust'. Rawls himself acknowledged that his vision for a just society
was "highly idealized. The liberal principle of legitimacy intensifies the challenge of legitimacy: how can any
particular set of basic laws legitimately be imposed upon a pluralistic citizenry? In an overlapping consensus,
all reasonable comprehensive doctrines will support the right to religious freedom, each for its own reasons.
Section V sketches why fairness should be central to any concept of justice. Stability in an overlapping
consensus is superior to a mere balance of power a modus vivendi among citizens who hold contending
worldviews. The Difference Principle is also criticized as a primary distributive principle on the grounds that
it mostly ignores claims that people deserve certain economic benefits in light of their actions. The "Thought
Experiment" Rawls was interested in political philosophy.


