
DISSERTATION ON MEDIA VIOLENCE

thesis explores past research and takes a critical look at studies conducted within the behavior to viewing violent
television, the confidence to infer causation.

Chaffee, S. Unpacking the gender system: A theoretical perspective on gender beliefs and social relations.
While some theories suggest that media violence leads to the social learning of violent behaviour, other
theories suggest that entertainment is typically used to manage moods, and that those who are aggressive
actively seek out violent media content. There is the constant outcry from parents and teachers that children
are growing to be television-obsessed zombies, or that the exposure to violence from their favorite shows are
going to cause aggressive actions. The theory is based on a number of assumptions about emotional
responding. This effect is couched within attribution theory, which posits that individuals attempt to make
sense of their environment by identifying underlying causes of behaviour. Note Research conducted at:
Universiteit van Amsterdam Permalink. Longitudinal studies typically measure how much violent television
children watch at time A e. Anderson and colleagues suggest that risk and resilience factors may explain why
media effects affect some children to a greater degree than others, although they argue that media effects are
likely a risk factor for all children. Hoffner, C. Rockville, MD: U. Loeber and T. Anderson, S. The authors
concluded that sensation-seeking is likely a factor that contributes to and obfuscates the relation between
aggressive behaviours and music preference, as it seems to mediate such a relation. This led Zillmann to revise
his theory to account for what he believed were long-term media effects. Anderson and colleagues report that
these types of studies typically find that viewing violent media content leads both children and older youth to
behave more aggressively and have more aggressive thoughts and emotions. New York: Plenum Press. Not
surprisingly, and more importantly, Hoffner and colleagues found that people believe that children are more
likely than adults are to be influenced by media effects. Josephson, W. Other theories also account for
purported long-term media effects. Furthermore, this perception correlated positively with supporting
censorship of such lyrics even when controlling for factors such as political conservatism. The model also
distinguishes between variables and processes that operate in the current situation e. The authors report that for
young children ages about 4 to 8 , there is some evidence of increased aggressive free-play behaviour
following playing violent video games. Aggressive and violent behaviour is said to be caused by multiple
factors which converge over time. While advertising is designed to advance a specific, clear and unmistakable
message e. Huesmann, J. Gallo, S. Additional theories, however, suggest that media violence can lead to
aggression. However, Anderson and colleagues suggest that someone who has other risk factors for violent
behaviour, and who, for example, is already verbally aggressive, may become more aggressive e. Huesmann, 
However, in reporting risk factors for violent behaviour, the US Department of Health and Human Services
not only separates early risk factors for youth aged 6â€”11 and late risk factors for youth aged 12â€”14 , they
also only include exposure to television violence in the early risk factor category and report that it has an
estimated small effect size. The aforementioned theories also largely present media effects as affecting all
individuals equally. Risk factors are life experiences that may put children at risk for future maladaptation,
whereas resilience factors protect children from this risk exposure. Media violence and the American public
revisited. Fifteen years later i. However, claims that this association is causal are met with serious criticisms.
The influence of misogynous rap music on sexual aggression against women. Plotkin, M. Violent evil and the
general aggression model. A status account of gender stereotypes: Beyond communality and agency. They
found similar results for their cross-sectional survey and longitudinal study. Review of the Roots of Youth
Violence: Literature Reviews Volume 5, Chapter Social Learning, the Media and Violence North America has
long been concerned about the possible effects of media violence and most especially, its effects on youth. For
example, research on the frightening effects of media suggests that the element that frightens children changes
as they mature. These relationships were significant even after controlling for age, body satisfaction, and
baseline self-esteem.


