
IS MEDEA JUSTIFIED IN HER ACTIONS

The second way to justify her actions in the story is to say that Medea is not accountable for her actions if the Gods or
Fates have influenced the.

Every last one. Medea illustrates that whilst she was "all obedience" under the "yoke" of marriage, even going
so far as to "shamefully murder" her brother, her repayment for "sav[ing] [his] life" is to be "thrown out of the
country without a friend Jason does not even fight to prevent his own children from being exiled â€” it is as
though he would rather them vanish than provide a better life for them. This differentiates her from the
Corinthian women of the chorus as she is a "stateless refugee"and consequently, she is able to seek
"bloody-handed" vengeance without being grounded by the social expectations of society. Medea explains the
killings as a way to make Jason feel pain. How to cite this essay Choose cite format:. Is the life of one
individual more important than another? In this way, the rejection which Medea feels is a justifiable and
primary motivation for her revenge. Are her actions the actions of an insane, distraught person or those of
wise, foreign, barbaric woman trying to protect her children? She begs for his forgiveness for her previous
outbursts and begs Jason to persuade his bride to let him have the children with them so they wont have to
deal with the exile. Is the killing of anyone ever Justified? Medea is certainly a victim, she has been
humiliated by Jason, and disregarded and mistrusted as a foreigner in her new home. Euripides bolsters this
idea of complete betrayal through Medea's dialogue where she states that "Jason was [her] whole life" and
laments that although she "lit the torch of [Jason's] success" she is now "besmirched and mocked" by his
broken vows. The audience is asked to sympathise with Medea's position as a woman "shamed" and
"wronged", thereby gaining insight into the motives behind her actions. The reader is introduced to Medea
already seeing what kind of woman she is; she is the kind of woman who betrays her family for love, the kind
that kills for love. After she speaks with the women of Corinth, she encounters the king of Corinth, King
Creon. Jason, having learned of the fate of his children, curses Medea, miou hateful thing. While in Corinth,
Jason divorces Medea to marry the princess of Corinth. Euripides reinforces this throughout the play as Medea
states that the worst - exile from her "native land" - has already occured and therefore Jason's "insult[s]" have
no effect on her as she is. This excuse sounds contrived and unconvincing, however. Upon being presented
with the stark contrast between the immense loyalty that Medea has shown compared to Jason's decision to
marry for "royalty and power", the audience is asked to understand that the "insult" of Jason's new wife was
not "slight" and represented a much deeper betrayal. Jason is very ungrateful towards Medea, she saved his
life on his quest for the Golden Fleece, and she has provided him with two sons, with whom Medea has now
been burdened. Unknown to the children, the gifts contained poison. They are thereby able to view her actions
as possibly understandable in the enactment of what Medea feels is rightful "justice". The audience is assumed
to understand Medea's propensity for violence in previous myths, making her a "cruel" and "dangerous"
woman who not only "murdered" her brother, but also "betrayed" her father and caused the murder of Pelias.


