
THE LIFE LESSONS OF SCOUT IN HARPER LEES TO KILL A

MOCKINGBIRD

and find homework help for other To Kill a Mockingbird questions at eNotes. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee. To Kill
a Since the book is a coming of age story, there are many life lessons to be learned. Throughout the story, Scout grows
from a young child to become much more mature, in experience if not in age.

It underlines no cause Lee seems to examine Jem's sense of loss about how his neighbors have disappointed
him more than Scout's. Public encouragement. Her art is visual, and with cinematographic fluidity and subtlety
we see a scene melting into another scene without jolts of transition. But what do all these characters have in
common? Tom Robinson's trial was juried by poor white farmers who convicted him despite overwhelming
evidence of his innocence, as more educated and moderate white townspeople supported the jury's decision.
She guides the reader in such judgments, alternating between unabashed adoration and biting irony. The
important thing is to appreciate the good qualities and understand the bad qualities by treating others with
sympathy and trying to see life from their perspective. Prejudice Discussions about prejudice in general, and
racism in particular, are at the heart of To Kill a Mockingbird. Radley imprisons his son in his house to the
extent that Boo is remembered only as a phantom. Mayella Ewell also has an influence; Scout watches her
destroy an innocent man in order to hide her desire for him. Scout Finch is tough, always has an opinion, and
is a tomboy. Scout's experience with the Missionary Society is an ironic juxtaposition of women who mock
her, gossip, and "reflect a smug, colonialist attitude toward other races" while giving the "appearance of
gentility, piety, and morality". He was hidden until virtually forgotten; he died in  These themes are present
throughout the story of a small Alabama town divided over a rape trial including an African American man
and a young white girl. Never out of print, the novel has sold over 40 million copies since it was first
published in  Boo asks Scout to walk him home. Author Harper Lee has had the honor to accomplish just that
through her novel, To Kill a Mockingbird, a moving and inspirational story about a young girl learning the
difference between the good and the bad of the world. Lee demonstrates how issues of gender and class
intensify prejudice, silence the voices that might challenge the existing order, and greatly complicate many
Americans' conception of the causes of racism and segregation. Shields , who wrote the first book-length
biography of Harper Lee, offers the reason for the novel's enduring popularity and impact is that "its lessons of
human dignity and respect for others remain fundamental and universal". Her innocence is very clear at the
beginning of the book, but as the story continues, Scout learns many valuable life lessons that dissolves her
innocence. Lee's father was also the editor and publisher of the Monroeville newspaper. This novel takes place
in the 's in a typical southern society. Apart from Atticus, the fathers described are abusers. Second, I have
said what I wanted to say, and I will not say it again. Scout and Jem's mother died before Scout could
remember her, Mayella's mother is dead, and Mrs. Harper Lee based Atticus off of her real father. Bob Ewell
and Mr. She is so distracted and embarrassed that she prefers to go home in her ham costume, which saves her
life. The people of Maycomb need a reason to explain his behaviour so that in their minds he is somewhat
forgiven. Lee's mother was prone to a nervous condition that rendered her mentally and emotionally absent.
Through the eyes of a child named Scout and the focus on two other child protagonists, Dill and Jean, Lee
highlights the way a child views the world versus those jaded by the depravity of humanity. When she begins
her story, she seems more interested in telling us about the people and incidents that occupied her six-year-old
imagination. Some lamented the use of poor white Southerners, and one-dimensional black victims, [87] and
Granville Hicks labeled the book " melodramatic and contrived". Racial conflict causes the two dramatic
deaths that occur in the story. Lee gave us the portrait of one small town in the south during the depression
years. Claudia Durst Johnson writes that "a greater volume of critical readings has been amassed by two legal
scholars in law journals than by all the literary scholars in literary journals". These rigid social divisions that
make up so much of the adult world are revealed in the book to be both irrational and destructive. Many social
codes are broken by people in symbolic courtrooms: Mr. Although acknowledging that the novel works,
Mallon blasts Lee's "wildly unstable" narrative voice for developing a story about a content neighborhood
until it begins to impart morals in the courtroom drama, following with his observation that "the book has
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begun to cherish its own goodness" by the time the case is over. For example, she refuses to wear frilly
clothes, saying that Aunt Alexandra's "fanatical" attempts to place her in them made her feel "a pink cotton
penitentiary closing in on [her]". She had no regard of what he would have been feeling, or why he let her
defend him to the extent of a having a fight with their teacher. This crisis is averted in an unexpected manner:
Scout, Jem, and Dill show up, and Scout inadvertently breaks the mob mentality by recognizing and talking to
a classmate's father, and the would-be lynchers disperse. Critics panned it it for lacking the light touch and
humour of the first novel.


