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Keep reading for a more in-depth look at how to turn this rather open-ended task into a standout essay! This
post-interview reflection, then, could provide an opening for you to integrate new and different elements of
your profile, thereby adding depth to your candidacy. Reaching those milestones had to do with many smaller
successes along the way. The open format allows you to include plenty of information about the experiences
and examples you think make you unique. Such essays generally have a descriptive thesis rather than an
argumentative one. Because your HBS interviewer will have read your entire application before your meeting,
you will likely discuss information from your resume, essays, recommendations, etc. They received almost 10,
apps for the Class of and we expect these stats to be very similar. How have you created an impact? This
section usually comes after the "what," but keep in mind that an essay may complicate its argument several
times depending on its length, and that counterargument alone may appear just about anywhere in an essay.
Our HBS essay guide goes into the details. In short, take the space you need to tell your story properly and
showcase your personality and experience, and then work to reduce your essay to its lowest possible word
count, without sacrificing any impact or effectiveness. In fact, HBS liked the question so much last year, they
kept it unchanged for this admissions season. So, even though a bullet on your resume may inform the school
of a certain fact, if a profoundly important story lurks behind that fact that you feel effectively expresses a key
part of your personality or skill set, you should not feel hesitant to share that story. Since you're essentially
reporting what you've observed, this is the part you might have most to say about when you first start writing.
In other words, you need proof. Start there and dig into it. For example, sitting in on a class might have
reminded you of a compelling past experience, or participating in the case method may have provided insight
into an approach you could use in some way in the future. And be a little cocky. HBS will broaden your
perspective on what is possible and mold you into a more capable leader to realize those possibilities. This
essay does a great job of highlighting where her core values stem from family and how she has applied them
through her work and community outreach. Your map should naturally take you through some preliminary
answers to the basic questions of what, how, and why. Similar end point, but the paths might be a touch
different. First step: Review that video â€” and review it again! Although they don't always signal trouble,
these paragraph openers often indicate that an essay's thesis and structure need work: they suggest that the
essay simply reproduces the chronology of the source text in the case of time words: first this happens, then
that, and afterwards another thing. These will be the exceptions, not the norms. While my professional
experience has been critical, my personal experiences have been equally influential in shaping my vision of
what good leadership and management mean. If you have truly made a significant difference in the lives of
others and can own that angle by offering powerful anecdotes and demonstrating a deep emotional connection
to others and profound purpose in your acts, you can write on this topic. While the popular perception is that
HBS develops these leaders, the reality is that they build their MBA class by culling, a priori, candidates who
demonstrate, charisma, great leadership experience and leadership potential in their essays. We can see your
resume, school transcripts, extra-curricular activities, awards, post-MBA career goals, test scores and what
your recommenders have to say about you. Proceeds from the sale of the guidebook go to benefit the
non-profit foundation that supports The Harbus. If you can prove that you have future CEO, boss, leader, big
and badass mover-shaker flowing through your blood, you will be considered strongly. Mapping an Essay
Structuring your essay according to a reader's logic means examining your thesis and anticipating what a
reader needs to know, and in what sequence, in order to grasp and be convinced by your argument as it
unfolds.


