
THE LIFE AND WORK OF ELIZABETH BLACKWELL

Learn more about the amazing story of Elizabeth Blackwell, the first woman including her autobiography Pioneer Work
in Opening the.

She was close with her family, and visited her brothers and sisters whenever she could during her travels. In ,
with the help of friends, she opened her own dispensary in a single rented room, seeing patients three
afternoons a week. Elizabeth Blackwell died in Hastings, England, on 31 May  She also helped found the
National Health Society and published several books, including an autobiography, Pioneer Work in Opening
the Medical Profession to Women  Unfortunately her father, Samuel, died in leaving his wife and nine
children in financial difficulties. Two years later, after facing much resentment and prejudice, Elizabeth
Blackwell became the first woman to receive an M. She founded the National Health Society in which aimed
to educate people about the benefits of hygiene and healthy lifestyles. However, when a family friend became
terminally ill and claimed she would have received more considerate treatment from a female doctor,
Elizabeth became determined to train as a physician. Townspeople and much of the male student body
ostracized and harassed her, and she was at first even barred from classroom demonstration. The male
physicians refused to help with the nurse education plan if it involved the Blackwells. She didn't make an
effort to introduce Barry to young men or women of her age. Blackwell later learned that her application to the
Geneva school was initially rejected and she was only admitted as some sort of practical joke, for no woman
had ever attempted to gain admittance into a medical school. In Elizabeth was appointed professor of
gynaecology. She was even prevented from attending some of her classes because the subject matter was
considered inappropriate for a woman. Blackwell wrote that she was initially repelled by the idea of studying
medicine. Blackwell later returned to New York City and established a private practice, at first struggling
financially again due to the prejudices of the day. After a close friend died, Blackwell began to seriously
consider the possibility of going to medical school to become a doctor. In addition to being disciplined in the
home by Samuel's four unmarried sisters, Elizabeth and her sisters studied with private tutors, learning the
same subjects as their brothers. Other languages. Blackwell worked alongside her sister Emily who had
recently graduated with a medical degree and a woman named Dr. Samuel hired private tutors who went
against English tradition and instructed the girls in the same subjects as the boys. Where was Elizabeth
Blackwell born and raised? But her admission was actually a joke -- the faculty at the school assumed she was
joking with them and let the medical students decide if she should be accepted. Paul's Episcopal Church. Her
months there were extremely difficult. Top Questions What is Elizabeth Blackwell known for? Elizabeth
Blackwell. Photograph of an older Elizabeth Blackwell with her adopted daughter Kitty and two dogs,  She
also had four maiden aunts: Barbara, Ann, Lucy, and Mary, who also lived with them. In this lesson, you will
learn about the impressive life and achievements of Elizabeth Blackwell, including her contributions to
medicine. I have overcome stronger distastes than any that now remain, and feel fully equal to the contest. She
set up private practice and served as a lecturer at the London School of Medicine for Women. Reproduced by
permission of the Corbis Corporation. Between July and August , Elizabeth sought practical experience in
Europe, where she attracted several supporters, including the Herschels and Florence Nightingale. Soon after
taking up residence in New York, her father, Samuel Blackwell, became active in abolitionist activities. As
adults, his children campaigned for women's rights and supported the anti-slavery movement. She claimed that
she turned to medicine after a close friend who was dying suggested she would have been spared her worst
suffering if her physician had been a woman. Channing, a charismatic Unitarian minister, introduced the ideas
of transcendentalism to Blackwell, who started attending the Unitarian Church. It was not very successful,
selling fewer than copies. Unable to find work at an existing practice, she had no other option but to buy a
home where she could see patients.


