
MEDIEVAL LITERATURE THE DECAMERON BY BOCCACCIO

More medieval literature Boccaccio's most famous work is the Decameron, which is a lot of There are a hundred tales in
the Decameron.

The papacy returned to Rome from Avignon in , and Boccaccio was again sent to Urban, offering
congratulations. Within the tales of The Decameron, the principal characters are usually developed through
their dialogue and actions, so that by the end of the story they seem real and their actions logical given their
context. Both elements are Boccaccio's invention and make for a more complex version than either Chaucer's
version or the French source a fabliau by Jean de Boves. Boccaccio was an apprentice at the bank but disliked
the banking profession. In VII, 1, for example, he claims to have heard the tale from an old woman who heard
it as a child. Even the description of the central current event of the narrative, the Black Plague which
Boccaccio surely witnessed , is not original, but based on the Historia gentis Langobardorum of Paul the
Deacon , who lived in the 8th century. He revisited that city-state twice and also was sent to Brandenburg ,
Milan and Avignon. These early Humanistic tendencies, seen in Dante as well as Boccaccio and Petrarch, are
important precursors to the explosion of artistic and literary production during the Renaissance. Torino:
Einaudi, Branca, Vittore. This was part of a wider historical trend in the aftermath of the Black Death which
saw widespread discontent with the church. Statements consisting only of original research should be
removed. There was an increased emphasis on renewing Classical culture and learning as well as a
consciousness of how much was lost after the fall of the Roman empire. The story of Cimone and Efigenia c.
Boccaccio began work on The Decameron [9] [10] around  Also mentioned is the deterioration of social
institutions - medical, religious, public health and legal and their inability to affect any control on the progress
of the disease. Works produced in this period include Il Filostrato and Teseida the sources for Chaucer 's
Troilus and Criseyde and The Knight's Tale , respectively , The Filocolo a prose version of an existing French
romance , and La caccia di Diana a poem in terza rima listing Neapolitan women. Each rules for a day and sets
stipulations for the daily tales to be told by all participants, resulting in a collection of pieces. The Decameron
is a collection of one hundred allegorical short stories written around CE by Italian author, poet and scholar
Giovanni Boccaccio c. Although he consulted only French, Italian and Latin sources, some of the tales have
their origin in such far-off lands as India, Persia, Spain, and other places. He also pushed for the study of
Greek, housing Barlaam of Calabria , and encouraging his tentative translations of works by Homer ,
Euripides , and Aristotle. He died on 21 December in Certaldo, where he is buried. It is probable that the
structures of many of the tales date from earlier in his career, but the choice of a hundred tales and the
frame-story lieta brigata of three men and seven women dates from this time. Boccaccio may have been
tutored by Giovanni Mazzuoli and received from him an early introduction to the works of Dante.
McWilliam's introduction to his own translation. Petrarch at that time encouraged Boccaccio to study classical
Greek and Latin literature. Boccaccio himself says that he heard some of the tales orally. His father worked for
the Compagnia dei Bardi and, in the s, married Margherita dei Mardoli, who was of a well-to-do family.
Vittore Branca, ed. From , Boccaccio spent much time in Ravenna, seeking new patronage and, despite his
claims, it is not certain whether he was present in plague-ravaged Florence. The introduction to the first day of
the Decameron represents an important historical account of the devastation of the city and the chaos that
ensued. The work was largely complete by  Each of the ten characters is charged as King or Queen of the
company for one of the ten days in turn. Still other fictional characters are based on real people, such as the
Madonna Fiordaliso from tale II, 5, who is derived from a Madonna Flora who lived in the red light district of
Naples. Adult years[ edit ] Boccaccio's statue in Uffizi In Naples, Boccaccio began what he considered his
true vocation of poetry. Boccaccio returned to Florence in early , avoiding the plague of in that city, but also
missing the visit of Petrarch to Naples in 


