
AN ANALYSIS OF THE POWER OF THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS

The United States is a government of enumerated powers. divergent approaches to analyzing whether an activity is
reachable under the commerce power.

Important structural changes included the direct popular election of senators according to the Seventeenth
Amendment , [15] ratified in April 8, , with positive effects senators more sensitive to public opinion and
negative effects undermining the authority of state governments. These six members of Congress enjoy floor
privileges to introduce bills and resolutions, and in recent congresses they vote in permanent and select
committees, in party caucuses and in joint conferences with the Senate. Save the most central functions of the
executive â€” law enforcement, managing the Treasury, foreign affairs and the military â€” presidents only
have the power and agencies that Congress gives them. For example, the Court might ask whether the activity
is "in" or "outside" the stream of commerce, or whether the regulated activity is a "local" or an "interstate"
activity, or whether the economic effect on interstate commerce is "direct" or "indirect," or whether what is
being regulated is economic "activity" or "inactivity. The defendant players and university argued that the
Violence Against Women Act, which allowed victims of gender- motivated violence to bring federal civil
suits for damages, was outside of the scope of the commerce power. Copyright Law may violate federal law.
Doctors sponsor more health care legislation, for example. The watershed event was the Civil War which
resolved the slavery issue and unified the nation under federal authority, but weakened the power of states'
rights. This success is largely because of the advantage they have in early fund-raising, drawing from
professional networks of other lawyers and affluent professionals. Today the average member is in his or her
fifties, but the number of younger members has increased in recent years. The Watergate Scandal had a
powerful effect of waking up a somewhat dormant Congress which investigated presidential wrongdoing and
coverups; the scandal "substantially reshaped" relations between the branches of government, suggested
political scientist Bruce J. They were due to expire in December  The Senate has no similar system; senators
respond to roll calls by answering yea or nay when the clerk calls their names in alphabetical order. A bill is
merely a document drawn up to specify the details of a proposal of law. The Court in Gonzales noted that local
use of medical marijuana had a cumulative effect on the black market for marijuana. In one formulation, the
Court looks to see whether the regulated activity has "a substantial economic effect" on interstate commerce.
Famous special committees were the House Committee on Un-American Activities, set up in to investigate
fascist, Communist, and other extremist political organizations, the Senate Select Committee on Presidential
Campaign Activities commonly known as the Watergate committee , set up in , and the House and Senate
select committees investigating the Iran-contra affair in  The Court relied on Wickard in the case of Gonzales
v Raich, upholding the power of Congress to authorized seizure of doctor-prescribed marijuana allowed under
the laws of California and other states. Committee chairmen remained influential in both houses until the
reforms of the s. By the s, legislative veto provisions had been included in more than laws, including the War
Powers Act. It has two bodies. Each line represents a Democratic or Republican representative, and circles are
the major educational, career and political milestones on their path to the House. But a majority of members,
even the new ones, still made it to Washington by way of institutions and professions that are out of reach for
most Americans. Enraged by the Court's decision in Carter and other cases, President Roosevelt proposed
"packing the Court" with sympathetic justices by increasing its size from nine to fifteen. For instance, in , the
Supreme Court debated whether to hear a case brought by members of Congress against the administration of
President Jimmy Carter. Many presidents have protested these developments and claimed that Congress was
encroaching on their prerogatives. Bonica and Ms. They are chosen by the majority party caucus, made up of
all the party members in the House. New legislators with political experience introduce and pass more bills,
according to Ms. Congress can override the veto if both houses pass the bill with a two-thirds majority. The
Court concluded that upholding the Violence Against Women Act would open the door to a federalization of
virtually all serious crime--as well as family law and other areas of traditional state regulation. The powers of
Congress are enumerated in several places in the Constitution. The Court said that Congress must distinguish
between "what is truly national and what is truly local"--and that its power under the Commerce Clause
reaches only the former. The four dissenters argued that it was sufficient for the Congress to show it had a
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rational basis for finding a significant effect on interstate commerce. It acts as a judicial body in the process of
impeachment and removal of the president, and it has the power to choose the president and vice-president
should no candidate gain a majority of electoral votes following a presidential election. After debate on a bill
is concluded, and voting has taken place on all amendments offered, the bill is up for final passage. Each basic
type of test has its variations and refinements, but they reflect different core approaches: 1. The most powerful
committees of Congress are those concerned specifically with government finance. In , a delegate for the
District of Columbia was authorized, and in new delegate positions were established for U. The newly-elected
Congressmen don't take office until January.


