
THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION IN THE 16TH CENTURY

The Reformation was a movement within Western Christianity in 16th-century Europe that .. Beginning in Germany and
Switzerland in the 16th century, the Radical Reformation developed radical Protestant churches throughout Europe.

He would later in the period â€” write works on devotion to Virgin Mary , the intercession of and devotion to
the saints, the sacraments, mandatory clerical celibacy, further on the authority of the pope, the ecclesiastical
law, censure and excommunication, the role of secular rulers in religious matters, the relationship between
Christianity and the law, good works , and monasticism. Visit Website Did you know? He dramatised Luther's
views on the relationship between the Old and New Testaments, while remaining mindful of Luther's careful
distinctions about proper and improper uses of visual imagery. Between and , Luther published more works
than the next 17 most prolific reformers combined. The Reformation of the 16th century was not
unprecedented. For a time England, too, remained loyal to Rome. He sent a copy to his bishop, who in turn
forwarded the theses to Rome. That act was common academic practice of the day and served as an invitation
to debate. Rome enthusiastically supported the use of indulgences as a means to raise money for a massive
church project, the construction of St. The Puritans , Huguenots and Presbyterians played prominently in the
settlement of America and in the molding of colonial beliefs and values. New religious orders, notably the
Jesuits, combined rigorous spirituality with a globally minded intellectualism, while mystics such as Teresa of
Avila injected new passion into the older orders. It swept through the Bavarian, Thuringian and Swabian
principalities, including the Black Company of Florian Geier , a knight from Giebelstadt who joined the
peasants in the general outrage against the Catholic hierarchy. Lucas Cranach the Elder â€” , the great painter
patronised by the electors of Wittenberg, was a close friend of Luther, and he illustrated Luther's theology for
a popular audience. Czech , having lay people receive communion in both kinds bread and wineâ€”that is, in
Latin, communio sub utraque specie , married priests, and eliminating indulgences and the concept of
Purgatory. In his Ninety-five Theses, he attacked the indulgence system, insisting that the pope had no
authority over purgatory and that the doctrine of the merits of the saints had no foundation in the gospel. These
instances must be seen as exceptions, however, no matter how much they were played up by polemicists. The
Catholic Church of the Counter-Reformation era grew more spiritual, more literate and more educated. The
details of the development and spread of what would become Lutheranism are outside the confines of U.
Unrest due to the Great Schism of Western Christianity â€” excited wars between princes, uprisings among the
peasants, and widespread concern over corruption in the Church, especially from John Wycliffe at Oxford
University and from Jan Hus at the Charles University in Prague. Thanks for watching! After this first stage of
the Reformation, following the excommunication of Luther in Decet Romanum Pontificem and the
condemnation of his followers by the edicts of the Diet of Worms, the work and writings of John Calvin were
influential in establishing a loose consensus among various churches in Switzerland, Scotland , Hungary,
Germany and elsewhere.


