
MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING

Much Ado About Nothing is a comedy by William Shakespeare thought to have been written in and , as Shakespeare
was approaching the middle of.

Leonato explains that "There is a kind of merry war betwixt Signor Benedick and her. It seems that comic
drama could be a means of calming such anxieties. His men arrest Borachio and his conspiring friends. With a
heavy heart, he agrees to challenge his friend. Beatrice and Benedick linger a moment and eventually confess
their love to one another. Claudio is overjoyed. Leonato forgives Claudio on the condition that he publicly
declare his wrongdoing and then marry Hero's cousin - Antonio's daughter - the next morning. With the help
of the priest, Leonato, Beatrice, and Benedick decide to pretend that Hero is actually dead until her name can
be cleared. Former friends are near the point of mayhem until the revelations of the night watch prove the
villainy of Don John and the innocence of Hero. Benedick then does the same. This malicious fiction is soon
dispelled, but Claudio seems not to have learned his lesson; he believes Don John a second time, and on a
much more serious chargeâ€”that Hero is actually sleeping with other men, even on the night before her
impending wedding to Claudio. Claudio denounces Hero during the marriage ceremony. The play was
published in quarto in by the stationers Andrew Wise and William Aspley. He suggests the family must fake
Hero's death in order to extract the truth and Claudio's remorse. Benedick wittily gives voice to male anxieties
about women's "sharp tongues and proneness to sexual lightness". Beatrice proceeds to tell this "mystery man"
that Benedick is "the prince's jester, a very dull fool. The play takes an ancient themeâ€”that of a woman
falsely accused of unfaithfulnessâ€”to brilliant comedic heights. They arrest the pair. The longest running
Broadway production is A. Don Pedro, learning of his friend's feelings, decides to act on his behalf and
arranges the match at a party. Beatrice gently rebuffs his proposal, and the two remain friends. The following
are puns on notes as messages: 2. In the second act, when he and Beatrice are alone, he quietly asks her, "will
you have me, lady? Both have a reputation for being scornful and wary of marriage. Denzel Washington as
Don Pedro, Prince of Aragon; remarkable for being one of the few "marriageable" men in the piece who does
not get married by the end of the play, though he does play matchmaker for others. Hero faints. Claudio has
been thinking of Leonato's beautiful daughter Hero since before he went to war, and returns to find her as
attractive as ever. Moments after Benedick's challenge to Claudio, Leonato is made aware of what really
happened. Infidelity[ edit ] A theme in Shakespeare is cuckoldry or the infidelity of a wife. The three hapless
watchmen happen to hear Borachio bragging to his colleague Conrade about how he and Don John had
succeeded in stopping the wedding.


