
THE GREAT SIN COMMITTED IN NATHANIEL HAWTHORNES NOVEL THE

SCARLET LETTER

committed the greatest sin in Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter This becomes visible through examination of the
other sins present in the novel and.

He is consumed with guilt. Hester felt guilt for her sin the rest of her life and sought repentance and absolution
until the time she died. The original foe of his tranquility was guilt, guilt for his thoughtless surrender to
passion. Despite this, there is one main struggle that dominates throughout the book. Also, he never regretted
his actions, which both of the others did. The devastation comes after: it is in the town's judgment and
punishments; in 'sinners' ' guilt, and in the revenge of those 'sinned' against. Roger Chillingworth had the role
of the villain in this story. He assumes a mask of purity that does not reflect his inner truth. The scarlet letter,
when she first wrote it, 'had the effect of a spell, taking her out of the ordinary relations with humanity, and
enclosing her in a sphere by herself,' and as time passed, it became everywhere apparent 'that she was
banished, and as much alone as if she inhabited another sphere, or communicated with the common nature by
other organs and senses than the rest of human kind. Roger Chillingworth committed the greatest sin because
he let himself be ruled by hatred and the consuming desire for vengeance. One of these feelings is that of
revenge, a controlling obsession possessed by a character. The Scarlet Letter By Nathaniel Hawthorne Essay -
Nathaniel Hawthorne of Salem, Massachusetts was a descendant of a distant line of Puritan ancestors;
however, his antecedent family history was not one he was proud of, as he persisted to be bedeviled with guilt,
most notably from the renown John Hathorne of the Salem witch trials. Hawthorne points out that while sin
which is exposed and confessed, frees the sinner's mind and often brings about a transformation in the life, sin
which is concealed and cherished tends to cause ruin and death. Sin not only isolates man from God, it also
alienates him from his fellowmen. Turner agrees that guilt destroys the minister. Contrary to prior belief, it is
not raising women above men. In a world full of corruption and deceit, the light of truth always finds a way to
shine through, even in the darkest of places. Of course, this sin could not be committed alone. Dimmesdale,
wracked with guilt, becomes a hypocrite. The town first ostracizes Hester because of their strong religious
beliefs. Hester was caught with the sinning only because she had a child named Pearl.


