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It is giving a fairly close, if high-level and detail-poor, description of how it focuses its processing resources
on one or another item. We sometimes call it intention, choice, or free will. The theory does not address how
the brain might actually possess a non-physical essence. When people are unaware of a visual stimulus, they
can still sometimes focus processing resources on it. In their initial experiments, Graziano and colleagues used
electrical microstimulation on the motor cortex of monkeys. Arguably, the entire spirit world, from deities
down to minor ghosts, owes itself to our social neural machinery building the construct of awareness and
attributing it promiscuously to ourselves and everything else around us. According to AST, the robot can
indeed answer the question, and the reason is that it contains an attention schema. Due to the presence of this
information, and due to the cognitive and linguistic access to the information, the machine is able to respond.
First, certain regions of the cortex are recruited during social perception as people construct models of other
people's minds. If AST is correct, then consciousness is buildable with current technology. The machine
constructs internal models descriptive of its world. The neurons that encode peripersonal space may also
provide a neuronal basis for the psychological phenomenon of personal space. For example, suppose a person
looks at an apple. Cognition has partial access to those internal models, and we report the content of those
models as though we are reporting literal reality. In order to understand and predict the behavior of other
people, it is useful to monitor other people's attentional state. Most of the experimental research on AST is
therefore focused on the control of attention. Instead, like all internal models in the brain, it is simplified and
schematic for the sake of efficiency. In effect, just as we attribute awareness to ourselves, we also attribute it
to others. It does not contain information about the neurons, synapses, or electrochemical signals that make
attention possible. While human sociopaths are evidently consciousâ€”they can attribute that property to
themselvesâ€”they are impaired at attributing it to others. In our hypothesis, the attention schema first evolved
as a crucial part of the control system for attention. It is a theory about how the brain constructs the requisite
information such that the person can make that specific claim. For those who fear that AI is potentially
dangerous and may harm humanity, I would say that the danger is infinitely greater with sociopathic
computers and it is of the utmost priority to give them consciousnessâ€”both the ability to attribute it to
themselves and to others. The internal model is a set of information, such as about size, color, shape, and
location, that is constantly updated as new signals are processed. Yet in some instances, we also report a
subjective awareness of making the decision. However, I remain uncomfortable with calling consciousness an
illusion. These findings support the proposal that awareness acts like the internal model for the control of
attention. We attribute awareness to each other, to pets, to inanimate objects, and to the spaces around us. In
our hypothesis, the TPJ is a central node in a brain-wide network that helps to compute an attention schema. It
is what allows me to know about that apple. Artificial systems that have different internal architecture, perhaps
different processes akin to but not identical to human attention, might require different self-representations.
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