
INTERNATIONAL NETWORK OF WRITING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM IN

ELEMENTARY

The International Network of Writing-Across-the-Curriculum Programs was the predecessor to the newly formed
Association for Writing Across the Curriculum.

Importantly, the PLC is facilitated by the school's and district's allocations of time and funding to support
knowledge sharing and local teaching talent. However, when these two are not readily available, there are still
viable and effective strategies for addressing writing skills that do not require extended class time or extensive
training. Model What You Expect. Have the kids create a website or a pamphlet for some real world writing
experience. Teachers can help students overcome these negative feelings associated with writing by
deconstructing written tasks into manageable steps and prompting students to write regularly. Countries such
as Brazil, Chile and Nigeria are building plans to tackle these challenges and the rest of the world should
follow suit. Journaling can also be a better alternative to the traditional practice of calling on those students
who volunteer to answer questions during class. The Common Core requires students to think and learn in a
much deeper way, and one of the best ways to facilitate that deeper learning is to get kids writing. Some of the
topics we teach today will no longer be essential in the s: handwriting is increasingly obsolete, complex
arithmetic is no longer done by hand, and the internet has replaced the need to memorize many basic facts. In
fact, to become more independent writers, students have to learn to evaluate their own work. Hands-on
activities have been shown to promote science learning at all levels Bredderman, , and possibly math learning
in kindergarten and first grade, when relatively simple objects are used to focus students' attention on math
concepts McNeil and Jarvin,  Writing develops critical thinking skills. With a waiting list for JSIS every year,
former JSIS principal and founder Karen Kodama is now working as the district's international-education
administrator to increase access to international schools, as well as implement nationally recognized,
competency-based assessments that adequately reflect students' language proficiency and provide them with
world-language credit and appropriate classroom placement in high school. Communicate ideas effectively
with diverse audiences, bridging geographic, linguistic, ideological, and cultural barriers. Children and
adolescents are natural at role-playing, and teachers can leverage this skill to help them understand differences
between text types in writing. However, the school curriculum goes beyond multicultural songs and dances; it
is based on Educating for Global Competence: Preparing Our Youth to Engage the World PDF , a text based
on interdisciplinary-instruction research from Harvard University's Project Zero and pedagogical work by
global-education institutions such as the International Baccalaureate , the Asia Society , Oxfam , and Facing
History and Ourselves. For example, mathematicians write theorems and textbook problems. Several key
strategies and best practices interact to help explain the success of JSIS. While there is little doubt that most
teachers recognize writing as a foundational skill for academic success, effectively integrating writing to
support content learning across the curriculum has its challenges. Writing is a great way to engage allof your
students! Students learn best by writing. In addition to ensuring that all studentsâ€”including the shy and less
proactive onesâ€”engage in answering questions, another benefit of journaling is that students practice
refining their conceptualizations of content knowledge in writing before they take assessments. The PLC at
JSIS demonstrates the following four critical features that have been shown to improve teaching practice and
student achievement across subjects Vescio, Ross, and Adams, : Successful collaboration Focus on student
learning Continuous teacher learning Teacher ownership over curricula and autonomy to make decisions
regarding the processes of their learning and aspects of school governance To support these features, the
district and the principal provide teachers with time to collaborate and funding for substitute teachers and
training events. A better use of time is to ask all students to respond to the five questions in their journals
before revealing the answers.


