
HOW TO WRITE AMICUS CURIAE

Friend of the court, or amicus curiae, briefs are often filed in appellate cases heard by the U.S. Supreme Court and state
supreme courts.

Since same-sex couples may now exercise the fundamental right to marry in all States, there is no lawful basis
for a State to refuse to recognize a lawful same-sex marriage performed in another State on the ground of its
same-sex. The situation most often noted in the press is when an advocacy group files a brief in a case before
an appellate court in which it is not a litigant. One group even filed a Civil Rights Act case. Clark The oral
argument in Haeger v. As far as amicus briefs go, the Court made history here, too. Litigation â€” The process
of taking legal action; the process of suing someone, or trying them for a criminal act. Sebelius, which dealt
with the Affordable Care Act in , totaled  Many thanks. Everyone was most helpful. If a decision could affect
an entire industry, companies other than the litigants may wish to have their concerns heard. Further, the Court
held that the 14th Amendment also required states to provide licenses to people of the same sex for the
purpose of getting married. The history of amicus curiae proves that this almost exclusively occurs in Supreme
Court cases. Supreme Court agreed to hear the matter, and briefs were submitted to the court by the school
district, the state education division, and the attorney for the parents. In many jurisdictions, at the appellate
and state supreme court levels, such non-parties can submit amicus briefs without leave of the court, though
the court can decide whether to consider, or even read, them. While an amicus brief may be filed with an
appellate court, or a state supreme court, they are most commonly submitted to the highest court in the land,
the U. Of course, the Court cannot rely solely on the biased opinions of the opponents, and is expected to
delve deeply into the issues of constitutional rights , obligations, and the role of government. The interested
party must show its ability to provide a broader view of the potential ramifications of the actual legal issue,
rather than a finding in favor of either of the parties. They go over the material with a fine-tooth comb and
catch a lot of things. An amicus brief may be submitted by either a private person or entity, or by the
government itself. To explore this concept, consider the following amicus brief definition. In other words, it
would now be the law of the land that same-sex couples could marry, and that every state in the union must
recognize their marriage as legal. An economist, statistician, or sociologist may choose to do the same.
Nicholas B. In prominent cases, amici curiae are generally organizations with sizable legal budgets.
Occasionally, however, the ruling on a case has the potential to greatly affect a large group of people or
interests, such as an entire profession, an industry, or even a particular activity. Supreme Court Rule 37 states,
in part, such a brief should cover "relevant matter" not dealt with by the parties which "may be of considerable
help". To date[ when? These schools offer the required general education curriculum, as well as classes related
to such specialties as art, drama, music, science, and sports. Importance of the case by simply being heard.
Newspaper editorials, blogs , and other opinion pieces arguably have the capability to influence Supreme
Court decisions as de facto amici curiae. While attorneys for the litigants on either side of the case will present
arguments and facts that most favor their clients, the amicus briefs should contain information gathered as
these non-parties consider the broad view of the matter, including how each outcome is likely to affect all
people and entities touched by the issue.


