
HOW TO WRITE A THESIS

Defining the Thesis Statement. What is a thesis statement? Every paper you write should have a main point, a main
idea, or central message. The argument(s).

Writers use all kinds of techniques to stimulate their thinking and to help them clarify relationships or
comprehend the broader significance of a topic and arrive at a thesis statement. In college, course assignments
often ask you to make a persuasive case in writing. Is there enough information provided about any
instruments used so that a functionally equivalent instrument could be used to repeat the experiment? If time
permits, you should go back and fill in the gaps. In order to ensure accurate reporting, journalists must
understand the real significance of the statistics they report. A few suggestions below show how specific word
choice sharpens and clarifies your meaning. This is really the end of the conclusion section in a scientific
paper. Make an assertion based on clearly stated support. You finally revise your thesis statement one more
time to look like this: Because half of all American elementary school children consume nine times the
recommended daily allowance of sugar, schools should be required to replace the beverages in soda machines
with healthy alternatives. The Qualities of a Solid Thesis Statement When composing a thesis, you must
consider not only the format, but other qualities like length, position in the essay, and how strong the argument
is. Desciption of your analystical methods, including reference to any specialized statistical software. Is there
agreement or disagreement with previous work? Navigation: Quick Links. Now that you know where the
paper is leading, you will probably need to rewrite the introduction. A revised thesis might look like this:
Hunger persists in Glandelinia because jobs are scarce and farming in the infertile soil is rarely profitable. The
opposite of a focused, narrow, crisp thesis is a broad, sprawling, superficial thesis. The reader would react to
this statement by thinking, "Perhaps what the author says is true, but I am not convinced. Be careful to
consider all of these rather than simply pushing your favorite one. List of Tables List page numbers of all
tables. Consider writing the introductory section s after you have completed the rest of the paper, rather than
before. Readers are used to finding theses there, so they automatically pay more attention when they read the
last sentence of your introduction. Being specific in your paper will be much more successful than writing
about general things that do not say much. You persuade your roommate to clean up, your parents to let you
borrow the car, your friend to vote for your favorite candidate or policy. How long does it need to be? Why is
this thesis weak? Appendices Include all your data in the appendix. Bonani A high altitude continental
paleotemperature record derived from noble gases dissolved in groundwater from the San Juan Basin, New
Mexico. Example of a stronger thesis: Peanut butter and jelly sandwiches are fun to eat because they always
slide around. Recommendations Include when appropriate most of the time Remedial action to solve the
problem. Although, indeed, one person's recycling may not make much of a difference, in fact, when all of us
join together, we can make a difference because when we all recycle: less waste goes into landfills, reusing
things becomes more natural, and people get into better habits. Simpson, and J. If so, settle on one single focus
and then proceed with further development. Second, many causes and effects is vague. A persuasive thesis
usually contains an opinion and the reason why your opinion is true. Here are two thesis statements: There are
some negative and positive aspects to the Banana Herb Tea Supplement. Sufficient references such that a
reader could, by going to the library, achieve a sophisticated understanding of the context and significance of
the question. If good ideas occur to you at this time, save them at the bottom of the page for the discussion
section. Assess whether: the data support the textual statement the data contradict the textual statement the
data are insufficient to prove or refute the textual statement the data may support the textual statement, but are
not presented in such a way that you can be sure you are seeing the same phenomenon in the data that the
author claims to have seen.


